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The Most Rev. Katherine Jefferts Schori 
 

Eyes to see: Finding Immanuel  
as immigrant, wanderer, child 

 

 In what form will you find the Christ child this year? 
The fact of the Incarnation in a weak and helpless babe 
says something significant about where we focus our 
search. I am convinced that it is part of our call to exercise 
a "preferential option" on behalf of the poor, weak, sick, 
and marginalized. The long arc of biblical thinking and 
theologizing has to do with seeing God's care for those 
who have no other helper. Indeed, Jesus is understood as 
that helper for all who fail, by the world's terms, to save 
themselves. More accurately, we understand that Jesus is 
that helper for all.   
 

 One of the great gifts of the way in which those in 
our cultural surroundings celebrate Christmas is the focus 
on children and on those who have few human helpers. 
We delight in the wonder of children as Christmas 
approaches, and many of us make an extra effort to feed 
the hungry, shelter the homeless, and care for the needy. 
The challenge is to let our seasonal "seeing" transform the 
way we meet our neighbors through the rest of the year, 
and through all the coming years.  How might we begin to 
see that child in those around us: strangers and aliens (both 
Immanuel and Immigrants); wanderers (Homeless, like 
Mary and Joseph, for whom there was no room); widows 
and orphans (Social Outcasts); babe born in Bethlehem 
(Palestinian and Israeli alike; or the boy babies whom both 
Pharaoh and Herod sought to kill); divine feeder of 
thousands (Soup Kitchen worker); and savior of the world 
(Peacemaker, Bringer of Justice for All, Reconciler, Just 
and Gracious Lawgiver...). If God comes among us as a 
helpless child, then the divine presence is truly all around 
us. Where will you meet Jesus this Christmas? 
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Spi r i t ual i t y f or  Dai l y Li f e:  
A Wi nt er  Ret r eat  i n Januar y 

 

Plan to join us for our first “Passionate Spirituality”  
retreat!  We’ ll be at Camp Onyahsa, overnight (with 
the option of “come, go, come back”) January 18-19. 
Our retreat leader will be the Rev. Banu Moore, 
founder of the Wellspring Center for Spirituality and 
co-pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church (which 
now meets at the YWCA Lake Lodge). Registration 
forms will be sent out soon, including scholarship 
information. 

Please keep in your  prayers:  Paul Harris, Al Riley, Jeanne 
Green, Jean Andrews, Norma Broadhead, Darwin Herbst, 
Remington Whitcomb, Jimmy Butler, Larry Shailer, Andrea 
Magnuson, Robert Lawson, Erma Stahl, Steven Miller, Shirley 
Bailey; Zachary Liden, Glenn Boskat, Helen Lee, Don 
Bloomquist, Jim Clayton 

YOU’RE INVITED 
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Fr iday Dec 21st from 6 pm – 9 pm 
This is an opportunity to celebrate Advent and Christmas 
with your church family.  Drop in when you can for food, 
drink and fellowship. The rectory is located at 311 
Crossman Street, just off Lakeview Ave.  No need to 
RSVP.  Casual dress. 
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PASSIONATE SPIRITUALITY 

 “ I t’ s not one more 
thing…it’s THE thing”  

 

The Adult Forum will conclude the 
series “ Lord, teach me to pray!”  
on Sunday, December 16 with Kay 
Stahlman &  Mother  Susan 
presenting on Praying with the 

Anglican Rosary. What is an Anglican Rosary? How and 
why would one use it? (Come and find out!) As always, 
the Forum is at 9:00 am in the undercroft. This 
presentation, along with all those given in this series will 
be podcasted and can be found on our website at 
www.wingedox.com                            

 Let the Spirit catch YOU!! 
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“ Tales of Peace Corps –  

Peace Corps Georgia: The Country not the State”  
Have you wondered what Peace Corps Volunteers actually look 
like?  What do they do while they are 
abroad for over two years?  Do they ever 
shower?  Do they really build toilets?  On 
Sunday, December  23, the Adult Forum 
will present Returned Peace Corps. 
Volunteer (RPCV), Sara Bumsted.  Sara will be able provide 
you with some of these answers (based on her experience).  
This is an opportunity to learn more about Post-Soviet countries 
in transition from the grassroots level.  Sara will share her 
experiences working with a women's rights/women's health 
NGO near the Armenian and Turkish borders.  She will also 
speak a bit of the national language, Georgian, show a bit of 
their dancing (on video, not by demonstration) and show 
pictures of her host family other Volunteers and the cows she 
knew well from her days of walking to training.  Don't miss this 
chance to learn a little bit more about another culture and find 
out how Americans are viewed in that part of the world. 
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From the Kitchen Committee 
Our kitchen floor has been commercially cleaned and 
sealed (waxed) for easier care and maintenance. (And 
doesn’ t it look great!)  We ask your help by wiping up 
spills with warm water and a rag or paper towel only.  
Please do not use any other cleaning products on the finish 
(ie. 409, “Fantastic” , cleanser, windex, bleach, etc).  
Thank you! 
 

ongratulations to Mother Susan and Fr. Eric.  They 
applied for and received a grant from the Louisville 
Institute for their sabbatical in 2008.   The theme of 

their sabbatical is “Reconnecting with the Faith of our 
Celtic Fathers and Mothers”  and will involve an extended 
stay in Wales, along with some travel in England and 
France.  One of the exciting things for St. Luke’s is that 
they will be exchanging pulpits for six weeks with a priest 
from Prestatyn in North Wales.  Quentin and Kate 
Bellamy will be living in the rectory here starting the end 
of June and he will be leading worship as our clergy do the 
same in Prestatyn.   
 

Automatic Pledge Payments are Now Here! 
Thanks to an agreement with Jamestown Savings Bank, 
we are now finally able to offer automatic pledge 
payments as a convenience to our members.  Basically you 
fill out a form and your pledge is automatically paid each 
month from whatever account you designate.  Forms are 
available at church or by calling the office.  You can also 
download a form on our website:  www.wingedox.com.  
Questions?  Call Fr. Eric at 483-6405 or Cathy Johnner at 
665-6600. 
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