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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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L ife in our  Diocese and Wider  Church 

 

The current issue of ChurchActs contains an important 
report I hope you will take time to read.   Several folks at 
St. Luke’s contributed to the report.  Paul Dominiak and 
Virginia Carr did hours of data entry.  Jay Phillippi 
contributed youth data and I co-chaired the committee 
which produced the report, which will be presented at 
diocesan convention later this month.  It is an honest 
assessment of the state of our diocese and looks at our 
context and history.  Also presented at convention will be 
the report of the Futures Committee which has been 
working on a strategic plan for the diocese.   These 
complementary “bookend” reports balance both the 
realism of decline over the past few decades with the 
hopefulness of growth and transformation as we look 
ahead.  I urge you to read these reports and reflect on them 
in the light of your experience here at St. Luke’s. 
 

And I’m sure many of you have read articles recently 
about the House of Bishops meeting in New Orleans.  The 
bishops focused on many issues, not least the rebuilding 
efforts in Louisiana and Mississippi.  They also responded 
to the request of the Anglican primates for clarity about 
the ongoing issue of homosexuality in the church.  Our 
website www.wingedox.com has a link to the full 
statement and to a statement by our bishop, but here is a 
summary.  The bishops: 
·  reconfirm the resolution of General Convention 2006 "to 

exercise restraint by not consenting to the consecration of 
any candidate to the episcopate whose manner of life 
presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to 
further strains on communion."  

·  pledge as a body not to authorize public rites for the 
blessing of same-sex unions.  

·  commend our Presiding Bishop©s plan for episcopal visitors.  
·  deplore incursions into our jurisdictions by uninvited 

bishops and call for them to end.  
·  support the Presiding Bishop in seeking communion-wide 

consultation in a manner that is in accord with our 
Constitution and Canons.  
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·  call for increasing implementation of the listening process 
across the Communion and for a report on its progress to 
Lambeth 2008.  

·  support the Archbishop of Canterbury in his expressed 
desire to explore ways for the Bishop of New Hampshire to 
participate in the Lambeth Conference.  

·  call for unequivocal and active commitment to the civil 
rights, safety, and dignity of gay and lesbian persons. 

 

Mother Susan or I would be happy to answer questions 
and talk with you about this statement or any issues 
concerning the diocese, national church or Anglican 
Communion. 

                    --Fr. Eric  
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Do you need a good excuse to bake some 
cookies?  Here’s a great reason: Ending World 
Hunger!  No we’ re not going to ship them to 
Africa… but on OCTOBER 21st after the 7 p.m. 
“ U2char ist”  we’ ll be asking for donations from those who 
enjoy the dessert reception.  Bring freeze-able cookies anytime, 
or let�me know if you’d like to make & bring something just 
prior to the service.  Thank you!!  

NCD – Understanding Spir ituality 
 

In digging further into the area of 
“Understanding Spirituality” , the Team dealing 
with this task has identified three specific areas 
to address in building our individual passionate 

spirituality:  1. A personal prayer life; 2. Education and skill-
building, and 3. Developing additional creative elements within 
our corporate workshop to heighten our spiritual senses.   We 
are fired up and want to share our enthusiasm for these tasks 
with you! 

The Team feels a sense of urgency to get started and 
has made plans for a Sunday morning Forum series focused on 
different methods of praying.  This six-week series will begin 
on November 18 and continue through Advent. Watch for more 
information regarding this! Plans are also underway for a retreat 
sometime in January that will combine times for learning the 
“hows”  and “whys”  of pray, fellowship, and fun.  Stay tuned for 
more info. 

We are looking for more help – it’ s not too late for 
anyone to join.  Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 14 
at 7 p.m. in the Undercroft.    Speak with any team member or 
just come!  Members of the Understanding Spirituality Team 
are:  Cathy Basile, Jim Beal, Peter Bumsted, Nicki Casler, 
David Dower, Mary Kitchin, Ann Lamp, Doug Mann, Donna & 
Jay Phillippi, Tom Rankin, Catherine Way, and Susan 
Williams. 
 Let the Spirit catch you – make learning “ how”  your 
priority for the next few months! 
  
2(� 
 � � � �3� � . � 
 4�%� �� ) � � �! &� ��  
we celebrate our life together as the  J   Jesus 
family of St Luke’s Episcopal Church O  Others 
at a combined service     Y  Yourself 
         9:00 am  in the church. 
JOYFUL SUNDAY is a time when we remember the 
special blessings that being a part of St. Luke’s parish 
family is to us, and we offer back to God financial support 
to the church for all that He has given to us.  Join us 
Sunday, October 21st at 9 o’clock worship, and afterwards 
for a delicious brunch.�
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