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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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My BFF, God 
 

Like many, as a child I was dragged to church and Sunday 
School, where I learned the Lord’s Prayer and the Old 
Testament stories and memorized Bible verses (we were 
Presbyterian.) 
 

I guess it sank in (I can still rattle off the books of the 
Bible.  Well… most of them), but it didn’ t really “ take”  
until I was at a weekend retreat with my youth group.  
That was the first time I remember it dawning on me that 
Jesus died for ME. 
 

That thought lingered in my brain, but didn’ t really move 
to my heart until as a senior in high school, I saw the 
musicals “Godspell”  and “Jesus Christ Superstar.”   It may 
sound silly, but the songs from those shows formed the 
bedrock of my faith, and music continues to be the most 
powerful way in which I find God.  From Taize to Lost & 
Found’s “Speedwood” version of ‘Guide Me O Thou 
Great Jehovah’  – it all moves me in a way that little else 
can. 
 

One of the songs from Godspell contains these lyrics:  “O, 
dear Lord, three things I pray:  to see thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by 
day.”  
 

For me, that sums up Passionate Spir ituality.  To have 
God as a steady, constant presence in my life – walking 
with Him, talking with Him – and not just on Sunday!   
 

There is currently a commercial on TV where a mom is 
chiding her daughter for using an enormous amount of text 
messaging minutes on the cell phone plan.  The girl 
explains she is texting her BFF, Jill.  For those of us over a 
certain age, BFF is “chat speak”  for Best Friend Forever. 
 
Our NCD retreat group is working to plan ways we can all have God 
as our BFF.�
�
 

Best friends know each other, talk to each other, keep in 
touch with each other.  We are developing ways in which 
we can acknowledge our need for God, both to Him and to 
each other (and maybe even to ourselves.)  We’ ll also 
work on sharing tools or skills for learning about God and 
different ways of keeping in touch with Him and making 
Him a daily companion in our lives. 
 

We have two planning groups right now working on 
Passionate Spirituality.  The first is focusing on 
“Understanding Spirituality,”  and meets on October 3rd.   
The second is focusing on “Openness to God” and meets 
October 15th.   If you’d like to contribute to this process, 
feel free to join either of the planning groups.  For more 
details, please speak to any member of the NCD team: 
Cathy Basile, Barbara Bumsted, Karen Collins, Donna 
Phillippi, Catherine Way or Father Eric. 
 

God Bless, 
Donna Phillippi 
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We want YOU to consider volunteering 
with the corps of ushers, or as a member 
of the Altar Guild, or as host/hostess for 
Sunday Morning Coffee hour, and a 
variety of other ways by participating in 
the life of your church family. 
  USHER contact Bruce Martenson       drdarwin@alltel.net 
  COFFEE HOUR contact Kim Mann     kim@madbbs.com 
  ALTAR GUILD contact Donna Phillippi  jdrp@fairpoint.net 
  VIDEOGRAPHER contact Jay Phillippi      see above, or 
     jayphillippi@EPISCOPALWNY.org 

Catch The Spir it! WNY HAPPENING: 
Happening is: a Christian experience 
presented by teenagers for teenagers.  
Happening is:  a wonderful once-in-a-
lifetime experience; it has been a life 

changing event for young people all over the country 
helping to move the knowledge of God from the mind to 
the heart. Our next weekend is Nov 2-4, 2007.  For an 
application speak to Donna Phillippi, or call 753-5265, or 
follow the Happening link on www.eyouthwny.org. 
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we celebrate our life together as the  
family of St Luke’s Episcopal Church  
at a combined service at 9:00 am in the church.  
JOYFUL SUNDAY is a time when we remember the 
special blessings that being a part of St. Luke’s parish 
family is to us, and we offer back to God financial support 
to the church for all that He has given to us.  Join us 
Sunday, October 16th at 9 o’clock worship, and afterwards 
for a delicious brunch sponsored by the Men of St. Luke’s. 
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( � #�� #� � � #� : Jean Andrews, Remington Whitcomb, Jimmy 
Butler, John Davis, Dan Stimson, Steven Miller, Shirley 
Bailey; for our service men and women  
 

For This I  Believe 
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     In this series we explore our own core beliefs as Christians 
and Episcopalians and we will ask ourselves how our beliefs 
shape our values and our actions.  
     Be sure to join the Forum at 9:00 am on the stage area in 
the Undercroft.  �


