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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 amin the office.
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The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion

One of the great things about being an Episcopalian is
that we are members not just of a parish church, but of
something larger. We belong to St. Luke'sand St.
Luke's belongs to the Diocese of Western New Y ork (60-
odd congregations in the eight western counties of New

Y ork State) which in turn belongs to the Episcopal
Church of the United States of America (100 dioceses
covering the 50 states and Puerto Rico, along with some
dioceses scattered abroad).

The Episcopal Church is an independent church. We
have formal relationships with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and (to alesser extent) with other
denominations. We are also part of the global Anglican
Communion, aloose affiliation of independent national
churches who share a common heritage in the Church of
England. These churchesinclude the good old C of E
whose head, the Archbishop of Canterbury, servesasa
sort of figurehead for the communion. They aso include
the Anglican Churches of Canada, Wales, Australiaand
many churches in the devel oping world.

Generally, despite vast differences of geography,
language, culture and economy, these Anglican churches
have gotten along very well. Companion diocese
relationships, in particular, like the ones we have shared
with Machakos in Kenya and more recently Puerto Rico,
along with the daily Anglican cycle of prayer, have kept
us connected in prayer and mission. But issues like
homosexuality (and deeper issues of theology and
Biblical authority) have stirred up significant tensionin
that historic relationship. The Windsor Commission was
an attempt by the Archbishop of Canterbury to bring
about healing and the Windsor Report was widely
circulated and largely adopted by the General Convention
last year.



The sticking point seems to be around the issue of power
and authority. At arecent meeting of the primates (or
head bishops) of the independent Anglican churches, a
“Pastoral Scheme” was proposed which would radically
impinge on the autonomy of the Episcopal Church by
setting up a Pastoral Council (largely picked by the
primates) to enforce compliance with their will.

Our Episcopal House of Bishops met this past week and
affirmed both their “strong desire to remain within the
fellowship of the Anglican Communion,” and their
rejection of this part of the primates’ plan. | heartily
agree with both parts of the House of Bishops
statement. We need to sort out the issue of
homosexuality and other controversial issuesin the life of
our church. But in my opinion we do not need to give up
our democratic process in order to satisfy the control
needs of foreign prelates. The very ideathat we or any
church could be “voted off theisland” of Anglicanismis
absurd. We are Anglicans no matter what. Itisour
birthright, our heritage and our identity.

Fr. Eric

EASTER FLOWERS
Please submit Easter flower memorias and
thanksgivings by Monday, April 2 to be
included in the Easter bulletin. Envelopes are
provided in your box of pledge envelopes, in
the pews, and in this issue of the VOICE.
The Easter flowers are delivered following the
service to our homebound and nursing home
parishioners. We invite everyone to help deliver the
Easter flowers following 9:00 am worship on Easter Day.

$  %a&( e
- /0 1 &
& // /, & 0

Sunday, March 25, we finish our journey Out of Egypt (the
Exodus story). Come to the Great Vigil of Easter to enjoy
some highlights of our Lenten classes!

We take a three-week hiatus for Palm Sunday, Easter and 2
Easter (April 1,8,15); then begin our final rotation: An
Amazing Walk to Emmaus (Luke ch. 24). If you would
like to join our illustrious team of teachers, please give me,
Mother Susan, acall. It'sagreat experience!

Church School Classes -- “A scarier trip out of Egypt,”
the Passover and Red-Sea-Crossing events.
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March 25 - Why do bad things happen to good people?
+
I I 3 4 I
< # " A2B & C
4'/ .5 6 "'"$ 7! !
0 &B, B? ? 0 D E
F ? ?
? ? G & #
&0 %
- 5 4 |
# 4 8'6 + #' 5 "'/
/9 %l 29
3 ;
0 I G 5 "O DG36
0 &H ' 21 "?

; I/ I' < 1 <
& &/ &0 2 /I 2
$ -& 0 # 2
7 & / 89
2 & & - /& -
- 7!
S5 ;)4 - 0 § <8&
& -&

Contentment, not Sloth...\Wednesday Night
L enten Program, March 28
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St Luke’s 4th St. Cafe opened its doors Thursday,
March 2, 2006 in the undercroft of St. Luke’s Church!
We're there Thursday mornings from 9 to 11 a.m. with
coffee and donuts available free of charge to our
downtown neighbors, and others who wish to come. We
offer friendship, a willing ear, and a warm and caring
place to visit. If any parishioners can help
host/hostess the 4™ St. Café, please contact
D Frank and Mary O’Connor, or the church
office.

Please remember in your prayersand visitsthose on our
parish prayer list: Dawn Blair, Dorothy Carlson, Richard

Corbin, Rhonda Giordano, Guy Costa, Sandy Anderson, Ryan

Malarkey, Julia Carlson, Alta Martenson, Minerva Cortes,
Joyce Schang, John White I11, Kay Nelson

WILLS WORKSHOP

Do you have aWill? If you are like fifty to seventy
percent of all Americans, you have not prepared awill,
when you die the State will do it for you. Only by
preparing a Will can you ensure that a guardian of your
choosing will care for your minor children and that your
assets are distributed as you want them to be.

St. Luke' sis offering a FREE Wills Workshop to its
members, on Saturday, April 28" from 9 am. —12
p.m. to help you create abasic Will. Y ou must pre-
register by April 20" by calling the Church Office at
483-6405. The workshop will be held in the Parish
House of St. Luke's.

Y ou will meet with alocal attorney who will advise you.
Clerical volunteers will prepare your Will, you will sign
it in the presence of the attorney and a notary and you
will walk away with afully executed Will. Itisassimple
asthat, and it is FREE.

Thereislimited space, so sign up now!!



