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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 amin the office.
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THE MISSION FIELD

Recently, | had the privilege of participating in a mission
trip with alocal group.

About four years ago | met someone who spoke at St
Luke's about their team of missionaries that go to Honduras
every year. | was intrigued and spoke to her about it several
times over the next severa years and began to support their
trips financially. Last summer, | felt a tug on my heart to go
to Honduras myself. What made the idea even better was that
my daughter wanted to go also. Melanie and | both got
involved with a fundraiser for the group last August and
signed up on the spur of the moment (or was it???). | never
felt anxious about it, we actually felt quite peaceful about our
decision. Somehow the finances, the time off, coverage of our
daily routines and all the rest, we knew somehow would all be
taken care of.

The lessons we learned will take a long time to sort out
and assimilate. We may not be able to articulate some of them
ever in our lifetimes. One such lesson is that people are
people, where ever you go in the world. People always do
what they do for a reason and the key to understanding each
other in most cases seems to be appreciating the motivation of
behaviors. The similarities of people across the globe are far
greater than our differences. Whether the person is in our
backyard or in a distant country, we are al more alike than
different and interconnected. | have often wondered if thisis
due to the world becoming smaller due to increasing
technology, or, when we bail it all down, do we all want the
same things in life? Events in the far reaches of the world
affect us in Chautauqua County in some way, so even when
we help others, we aso help ourselves.

We worked with a group of young children at a day camp.
Two of the 7 year old boys disappeared. We found them
coming through the gate from the forbidden baptismal pool
area hurriedly putting on their shoes and socks. When |
looked at them inquisitively, they grinned widely and ran back
to the group. Boyswill be boys.......

We saw severe poverty in the Village where we stayed.
The worst cases were single mothers. | must say that | have
seen poverty in our county, usually in homes with a single
mother as the head of the household. The differenceisthat in
the area where we were in Honduras, it was predominant.



Poverty has the same devastating effects, regardless of where
itislocated.

Two 12 year old Honduran boys stayed with us for two
weeks at the compound. One was lighter skinned and the
other was very dark skinned. We were told of some of the
cruelties that the darker skinned young man has suffered
because of his skin color. People everywhere can be cruel for
reasons that are beyond any of our control, or understanding.

When we gave things to the mothers to assist them and
their families, the mothers were very appreciative and often
cried with joy. One mother in particular wanted to be an
entrepreneur and get her and her children out of poverty.
Someone asked her about making a small purse to sell. She
stayed up all night and made a prototype. Her initiative was
rewarded by a potential order for 250 such purses. She was
on her way!! Initiative and perseverance can pay off, where
ever you live.

| have always been in awe of the strength and courage of
those people that return to Honduras (and other destinations)
to continue the on going assistance. But | have learned that it
doesn’'t require a unique kind of person to help. We are all
capable and called to help one another, regardiess of how
those we help differ from us or where they live.

Shauna Anderson, Vestry
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Church School Classes -- Feb. 25, we'll begin our story
for Lent: “A scarier trip out of Egypt,” the Passover and
Red-Sea-Crossing events.

In 1999 St. Luke's began the adult forum, an opportunity
for parishioners to explore and discuss a wide range of topics
from a Christian perspective. Over the past eight years we
have hosted leaders from the manufacturing, non- profit,
religious and political spheres and have grappled with the
most important issues facing our church and society. For
several years attendance and enthusiasm remained high.
Recently, both have lagged. A VOICE article late last year
asking for input and help generated no response at all. Yet the
recent news that there might not be a forum has clearly
revealed a depth of support for this important ministry. So,
here’ sthe plan.

| am convening a new planning group for the forum which
will meet soon to plan forums for this Spring. In the mean
time, starting this Sunday, February 25. | will lead a specia
rector’s forum seriesfor Lent. The seriesis called “Facing the
tough questions,” and will focus on the
difficult issues that al thoughtful Christians must deal with.
The schedule will be asfollows:

* Feb. 25 - Does God exist and does he care about us?

» March 4 - What about other religions and who gets to
go to heaven?

» March 11 - Does God really answer prayers?

» March 18 - Isn't most religion man-made?

» March 25 - Why do bad things happen to good people

and vice versa?

We'll take off Palm Sunday and Easter and then start a new
series in April. | welcome your comments and suggestions.
Most importantly, if you care about the Forum, come and
support it. -- Fr. Eric
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