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WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 
      The Rev. Canon Victoria Duncan 

 

One of the things that I most love about my job is that I get to 
go to individual churches, ask questions about who they are 
and who God is calling them to be, and then walk with them 
as I offer resources that might assist in the journey. I proposed 
a resource to the vestry of St. Luke’s that I believe is very 
timely. I would like to describe this resource, Natural Church 
Development (NCD), to you and outline a basic timeline for 
its usage. 
 

Natural Church Development is based on the premise that 
every church has a personality given by God.  When a church 
identifies a desire to grow, the most prudent path to take is to 
develop the potential that God has already imparted, not to 
search for the ideal standard recipe or successful church 
model to imitate.  Natural Church Development provides the 
resources to diagnose the relative strengths and weaknesses of 
the church, and then prompts the questions to ask so that the 
church knows how to focus its resources in response to the 
diagnosis.  The scope of the analysis addresses all areas of 
church life in some capacity, including leadership, worship, 
small groups, spirituality, evangelism, relationships, gift-
oriented ministry, and structures of the church.  Although it is 
not a complicated premise or process, it will take attention and 
energy on the part of the congregation to make the analysis 
and action plan bear fruit. 
 

The entire congregation will be involved at some point, 
dependent completely on what you discern your call to be. 
You may choose to become very involved, or you may be 
called to simply offer your thoughts in a focus group or Coffee 
Hour conversation.  Entering into this process as a church 
means that we are going to identify the area of church life St. 
Luke’s is called to strengthen right now.  As we experience 
this intentional vulnerability, we need to remember that every 
church has an area in which there is a greatest need for 
development.  Thanks be to God for the strength, courage and 
resources we have been given! 
 

The basic timeline is as follows: 
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Step 1:  Form and orient the parish planning team  
(late Jan., early Feb. ©07) 

Step 2: Identify the key issue that needs to be addressed  
(Winter ‘07) 

Step 3: Establish action plans (Spring) 
Step 4: Implement action plans to improve the key issue 

(Spring’07-Spring’08) 
Step 5: Evaluate (Fall ’08) 
 

My goal is to help St. Luke’s succeed in becoming the church 
God is calling you to be.  Please speak with Father Eric or 
Mother Susan, the wardens, or vestry members – we are all 
excited to talk more about NCD and the potential St. Luke’s 
has by using it as a resource! 

 
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY!!  

Sunday, Feb 4th 
Join in the support of the 
national SOUPER BOWL of 
Car ing anti-hunger campaign.  

This national event is held every year on the same Sunday as 
the NFL©s Super Bowl.  The members of our Rite 13 class will 
be collecting your donations, following worship on Sunday, in 
support of the national anti-hunger efforts.  Your donations 
help locally at our St. Susan Soup Kitchen. 

 
 This Sunday, February 4th, County 
 Executive, Greg Edwards, will join our 
 Adult Forum in the continuing series 
 “Energy & the Environment” . Mr. Edwards 
 will discuss the methane gas utilization plan 
 for the landfill – and he will also answer any questions 
 regarding energy for Chautauqua County. 
 
“ BIBLE STUDY 101”  will meet Wednesday, Feb. 7th at 
the home of Alta & Bruce Martenson, 144 Winch Rd, 
Lakewood, NY.  Contact the Martensons at 763-2230 if 
you have any questions or need directions.  This is a 
Bible Study for anyone interested in a “small group”  
discussion of scripture readings. 
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A Call for  Church School Teachers for  our  next 
rotation:  Our story during Lent will be "� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �
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escape from Pharoah, across the Red Sea.  If you©d like to 
teach a workshop, such as Art, Drama, Cinema, Games or 
Music, give Mother Susan a call! 
 
St. Agnes Altar  Guild will meet Tuesday, February 6th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the undercroft.  Ever wonder “what goes 
on behind the scenes”  in getting ready for Sunday 
worship?  Think serving as a member of the altar guild 
might be one of your spiritual gifts?  Join us at our 
meeting and ask your questions!  We’ ll be planning for 
the upcoming Lent and Easter season. 
 
St. Luke’s MEN’S GROUP (aka SLUM, see insert 
included in this VOICE)  annual meeting will be Sunday, 
Feb. 11th, at 6:30 p.m. at Stan Gallup©s home.  Please try 
your best to attend as it is our one opportunity to all be 
together for brainstorming and selecting annual events.  
Please bring a small snack to pass.  Beverages will be 
provided. 
 
�� � � � � � � 	�� � � � � � � 	�� � � � � � � 	�� � � � � � � 	  to all who were willing to consider election to 
our vestry and as Diocesan convention delegates.  Those 
newly elected are: Paula Pickett, Warden – fulfilling the 
unexpired term of John Flood; VESTRY: Kimberly 
Butler – fulfilling Paula Pickett’s vestry term; Owen 
Carr, Stan Lundine, and Sally Ulrich.  Convention 
delegates are: Jennifer Pierce, Donna Phillippi, and 
Roxanne Wendling. 

Pr esi dent s '  Day Tea 
On Monday, February 19th St. Luke©s will 
host a Tea for family members of active 
duty military personnel.  The Tea will be 
held in the undercroft at 3:00PM.  If you 

have a family member serving in the military, then please 
come.  If you know a military family in the community, 
please invite them to attend. There is no charge for the 
tea, we only ask that people call to reserve a seat.  If you 
would like to assist in any way with the Tea please give 
us a call at the church office, 483-6405. 

Virginia Carr and Val Lynde  
 

Shrove Tuesday, February 20th. 
Come and enjoy our Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper, on Feb. 20th, beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. During this “Fat Tuesday”  
celebration we “put away”  the 
“Alleluias”  for Lent.  Tickets will be 
available to purchase starting Sunday, 
Feb. 4th.  Pre-sale tickets will be $4.00 
for 15 and up, $2.00 for children (10 to 15), and free for 
children under age 10.  Day-of-event tickets will be $5.00 for 
15 and up, $3.00 for children (10 to 15), and free for children 
under age 10.  No family will pay more than $15.00 presale, 
or $17.00 day-of-event. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP @ 4TH
 ST. CAFÉ 

St Luke’s 4th St. Café opened its doors to our 
Downtown neighbors almost one year ago.  
Every Thursday morning, from 9-11 a.m. 
coffee and donuts are served free of charge to 
anyone who stops in at our corner 

entrance on 4th & N. Main Streets.  Your help is 
needed on any Thursday morning.  If you can 
assist with this "outreach ministry" in any way, 
please call the church office at 483-6405, or 
Mary and Frank O’Connor at 763-2805.�


