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WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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God Among Us *  Christmas Message 
The Most Rev. Kathar ine Jeffer ts Schor i 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church 

 

God loved us so much that he came to dwell 
among us, to tent among us in human flesh... 
There is a wonderful echo there of God's presence in the tent 
while Israel wandered in the wilderness. The gift of the 
Incarnation says that God is willing to take on the human tent 
of flesh and be one with and among us.   
 

That frail tent of flesh proves capable of holding divinity, but 
also capable of yielding up its spirit. Irenaeus and Athanasius 
insisted that the gift of Incarnation was that "God became 
human, that we might become divine." You and I are bearers 
of the image of God, and you and I share in Incarnation, for 
Jesus has walked this way before us. God is born in us as well. 
 

The vulnerability of being born in obscurity, to a peasant 
refugee couple, in an out of the way place, says to us that God 
is with us in the smallest parts of life -- perhaps a reminder 
that we, too, may discover God in those humble and 
unexpected places if we are willing to go in search. 
 

Matthew's story of the wise ones from the east who come 
searching for this new thing, this remarkable child, is equally 
a reminder that God's love extends to all, that God comes 
among us in human form for all humanity, not just for our co-
religionists, not just for those who expect God's appearing in 
the same way we do, and not just in predictable ways at the 
altar. 
 

Recently I watched and listened to a woman on a bus as she 
engaged in conversation with a three-year-old boy. The 
woman asked the child what happens at Christmas, but the 
boy, though highly verbal, wasn't able to say much. With his 
parents' apparent agreement, she asked him about Santa Claus, 
and began to tell him all about waking up on Christmas Day 
and finding presents. She didn't talk about St. Nicholas on his 
feast day, or about Jesus and his birth, but she did convey a 
sense of the wonder and love connected to Christmas.  
 

That is an opening for those of us who claim to be followers 
of Jesus. It is the kind of invitation heard by the wise ones 
from the east. Even Santa Claus –- far removed though today's 



version of the story may be from the holy faithfulness of St. 
Nicholas -- can be another kind of star leading others to the 
humble stable where God comes among us. God continues to 
come among us in humility, God continues to be birthed in 
fragile opportunities that will need to be nourished and tended 
by others. The little boy on the bus has had his mind and heart 
opened to hear the bigger story about Christmas. Now, who 
will tell the old, old story of God's love to those so ready and 
eager to hear? 
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All are welcome to join us at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Undercroft for the last part in our Advent series.  
Artist Tina Falconer will talk about her work 
making icons and Fr. Eric will give a brief 
history of icons and their significance in 
Christian spirituality.  There will be no Adult Forum Dec. 24. 
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Our final “Musical Feast”  will take 
place this Wednesday, December  20. 
St. Luke’s Choir, led by Ron 
McEntire, will offer a beautiful candle-
lit Vespers Service with the haunting Magnificat by Ralph 
Vaughn Williams, featuring soloist Melanie Gritters.  A 
simple supper will begin the evening at 6:00 p.m. (RSVP to 
483-6405) and the service will follow at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Dear  Members of St. Luke’s Church, 
     On behalf of JNP please accept our sincere thank you for 
your recent donation of food for our pantry.  Thank you so 
much for thinking of us.  The needs of the community are 
great and donations such as yours will enable us to fulfill our 
mission each day.  Your support of JNP is very much 
appreciated.  Again, thank you and happy holidays. 

     Sincerely, 
     Patricia M. Perlee, Executive Director 
 

December 17 is our next Food Sunday – 
Bring cans of fruit or vegetables!  

Sunday morning Adult Forum 
The Adult Forum – originally called the Adult Christian 
Forum – was started in the fall of 1999.  In the restructuring of 
adult education on Sunday mornings, the Forum was 
originally one of two components to be offered.  (The other 
component was a lectionary series.)  The purpose of the 
Forum was to offer instruction and dialogue in the form of a 
several-week series based on one of three areas (rotating the 
areas throughout the year): 

·  Spirituality  
·  Scripture study  
·  Current Events.    

The Forum Planning committee was formed and focused on 
the above three areas.  The original template for the Forum 
has not been used for a number of years, wishing to 
concentrate on topics of interest for the parish.  

Over these past six years, the Forum has been met with great 
response and has covered a multitude of topics.  The feedback 
from those who attended was very positive and we learned to 
“ tweak”  a bit here and there to keep up the interest of those 
attending.  But with the passage of time – the attendance to 
the Forum has changed, which brings us to a crossroads for 
the Forum.  It is becoming increasingly difficult to recruit 
folks to help plan the Forum and with the downturn in 
attendance the question arises whether the Forum should 
continue or not.   

Let us hear from you.  We would like, once again to have your 
input and feedback.  The future of the Adult Forum is in your 
hands!!! 
 

I look forward to hearing from you… 
 

Barbara Bumsted (483-6405 *  dagnblondi@alltel.net) 
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 Dec. 17 at 11:30 Full Cast run-through 
 Dec. 23 at 9:30 Dress Rehearsal and Lunch 
 Dec. 24 at 3:25 Cast Call for the 4:00 Service! 
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Notes from St. Luke’s Vestry *  November 13, 2006 
 

The Vestry met on November 13, 2006. In attendance: Eric 
Williams, rector, Karen Collins, John Flood, wardens, Nicki 
Casler, Sally Ulrich,  Stan Lundine,  Paula Pickett, Beth Snow, 
Owen Carr, Linda Dawson, clerk, guest Jennifer Pierce Diocesan 
Convention Liaison 
 

Topics of discussion included: Outreach and Millennium 
Development Goals as covered at Diocesan Convention, 
St. Luke’s responses, Fair Share and Extra Mile Pledges to 
be made by Dec. 31st, a Compensation Policy that was 
modified and accepted by the vestry, a new 
Communication Task Force to be headed up by Tom 
Meyers, the 2007 Vestry Retreat, a new Youth Choir 
started by Ron McEntire, assisting Virginia Carr’s 
ordination process, and the upcoming combination 
Episcopal and Lutheran Thanksgiving Eve service we will 
host.   


