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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 amin the office.
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ST. LUKE’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rt. Rev. J. Michad Garrison, Bishop of Western New York. The Rev.
Eric M. Williams, Rector. The Rev. Susan Anslow Williams, Associate
Rector. The Rev. Sandra N. Dower, Priest Associate. The Rev. Dcn.
Cathleen Basile. Ronald McEntire, Organist/Choir Director. Kim Mann,
Parish Secretary. Barbara Bumsted, Director of Christian Formation.
David Paterniti, Sexton. John Flood and Karen Collins, Wardens. Office:
410 North Main &., Jamestown NY 14701 ~ (716) 483-6405 -
SLuke@madbbs.com™  www.wingedox.com

Every year at this time Susan and | go through a kind of audit
of our various relationships. We get out last year’'s Christmas
card list and review the names of friends and family, some of
whom we haven’t seen or talked to in years. Every year afew
names are dropped, a few are added, and a few cards are
returned with “Forwarding expired.” As we send our cards
we think about these distant friends and family, and we love
getting updates on their lives, even in the form of the dreaded
“Christmas form letter.”

Relationships are always changing, even as we ourselves
change. Sometimes, however, there are conflicts, spoken or
silent, which damage and even threaten to end these
relationships. Because we are limited, sinful beings, we are
bound to hurt and be hurt by the people with whom we live,
work, worship and associate. There are inevitable
breakdowns of communication, faux pas, blow-ups, and
meltdowns. This seems to be particularly true this time of
year, when stress levels run high and when family pressure
can be highest. What mattersis how we deal with them.

This Advent, as part of your spiritual preparation, | invite you
to consider the relationships of your life. As you write your
cards this year, really pray for those to whom you send them.
More importantly, if there are rough places or jagged edgesin
your relationships, pray about how you might work to resolve
them. Perhaps you will have the courage to pick up the phone
and talk through an issue that is bothering you, or to take the
initiative to reconcile after a fight. Perhaps you will finally be
able to confront an issue that you have been stewing about in
slence.

This kind of spiritual preparation is more important than
getting the perfect gifts or baking the perfect cookie. It is
taking a step forward into the kingdom of the Prince of Peace
and living the promise of the prophet Isaiah. But it takes
courage and grace. And it must be done in a spirit of love,
with the expectation, not of revenge, but of reconciliation.

Faithfully,
Eric Williams
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Our first “Musical Feast” will take :
place on Wednesday, December 6. g
Beginning at 6:00 p.m. at St. Luke's,
enjoy a delicious soup supper followed
by beautiful music to prepare us for Christ's coming: The
Syracuse Symphony playing at the Reg Lenna. Participation
will help us decide whether to continue proving meals... The
following Wednesday, Nov. 13, our own Ron McEntire will
present an organ meditation at 7:30, using Messiaen's
powerful piece “The Birth of the Savior.” And on Dec. 20,
come back to worship with an Evensong Service featuring the
lovely Magnificat setting by Ralph Vaughn Williams.
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Dec. 3 at 11:30 All Kids in the pageant!
Dec. 10at 11:30  All Kids in the pageant
Dec. 17 at 11:30  Full Cast run-through
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“Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine.” -Ephesians 3:20

I cannot begin to describe the overwhelming love | have felt
from all of you and the gratitude in my heart for your love and
care of me, Doug, and my family. Your prayers have worked
miracles and continue to do so. Praise Jesus!

| am at home and, by my own description, doing miraculously
well. Both ankles were fractured and dislocated in the accident.
| am navigating a wheelchair quite well while learning to care
for myself without standing! Thankfully, other than the ankles,
a couple of cracked ribs and many bruises, | am in very good
condition.

Thank you for the many, many cards of good cheer and humor
— it always helps to laugh. Thank you for the flowers and gifts
(some of which, | don’t remember who brought while | was still
in WCA), and the food and snacks. I'll be overflowing my
wheelchair if I'm not careful!

You have shown great care and support in the many ways you
have “pitched in” to help — covering in the office and assisting
the staff. God has blessed my life with you and your loving
care.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!



