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Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office.
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Answering God’s Call — Progress Report

This specia issue of the VOICE of St. Luke' sis aprogress
report on our parish plan, Answering God's Call. The
clergy, staff, vestry and lay leadership of our parish have
been working hard on this plan since it was inaugurated in
2004. Our focus on growing in faith, discipleship, service
and community has led us to some exciting new ventures.
We have learned a lot about spiritual gifts and how they
lead us to fruitful ministry. We have stepped forward into
some exciting new downtown ministry. Our health care
team has started projects like the Bridges to Health 5K
Run/Walk.

But there remains a great deal left to accomplish. Asyou
read the following report, | ask you to prayerfully consider
your own involvement. If you have not yet experienced
spiritual gifts discovery, | urge you to take one of the
opportunities this Fall. If you have been looking for your
niche at St. Luke's, | urge you to take advantage of one of
the opportunities listed below. If St. Luke's is to continue
to be a thriving, growing church we need the participation
of al of our members.

In February | offered a ssmple way to think about your
ministry: “1 + 1 = Spiritual Growth.” This means
getting involved in one ministry for your own faith
development and one ministry that is about living your
faith by serving others. If you follow this simple formula,
you will be on the road to rea and profound spiritual
growth.

In a couple of weeks we will celebrate “ Start-Up Sunday.”
| hope and pray that this Fall you will find ways to get
started in the ministry to which God has called you. If you
have questions, | urge you to give me acall.

Faithfully,
Fr. Eric



Answering God's Call: Last Quarter

Whether it's the last quarter of the
game, the last lap of the race, or the
last chapter of the book, effort near
the end often makes the difference in
whether or not you are satisfied with
the outcome. We are now entering
the last leg of a spiritual journey of
growth that we have named, “Answering God's Call”.
We spent a year prayerfully considering what God wanted
us to do in light of a clear decline in parish membership.
The answer that emerged from that process was a
discernment that God indeed wants St. Luke's to take
steps to grow in number. But even more clear was the
need for us to all grow, individually and collectively, in
Faith, Discipleship, Service and Community.

The Vestry recently looked over how far we've come
since our last parish update in January, and where we have
yet to go. You might question the need for time-related
goals established in our Answering God's Cal plan.
Obvioudly, there is no real deadline for any of these goals.
However, without setting a timeline, it can be al too easy
to consider these goals — which we believe to be God's
call to us — to be tended to “someday” as weeks and
months dlide into years. Therefore the Vestry has
reaffirmed our intention to am for our intended goals,
focusing in particular on those that seem most critical at
thistimein thelife of our parish.

God is cdling us, and our intention is not to answer,
“Someday” or “Yes, but..”. We choose to answer, “With
God's help, we will”.  We encourage each of you to
examine where you fit in this picture of growth in faith,
discipleship, service and community.

Goal: Grow in Faith

Accomplished: Another session of the Emmaus program
focusing on a deegp and growing faith has been
successfully completed, and our weekly Lenten midweek
program helped those attending to consider their faith by
looking at the lives and writings of JRR Tolkien and C.S.
Lewis. A new small group centered around hiking was
formed.

Targets Now: Form at least one more small group this
fall, either as a short-term or ongoing group. Involve more
parishioners in small groups. Plans are in the works to
support group leaders throughout the parish.

Goal: Grow in Discipleship

Accomplished: Spiritual gifts discovery programs have
been conducted with the men’s group, on a Sunday retreat,
and with Emmaus participants. Work is underway to
catalog the many lay ministry opportunities to help people
find those that best suit them.
Targets Now: Provide gifts discovery programs for at
least 30 more people this fall. Enhance communication
within the parish and to the community about the many
opportunities offered to deepen faith and serve God.

Goal: Grow in Service
Accomplished: The undercroft coffee bar has become
operational as a way to reach out to our downtown
neighbors.

Targets Now: Begin one new program aimed at holistic
health. Continue to strengthen the coffee bar and Thrift
Shop as vehicles of outreach to the community.

Goal: Grow in Community
Accomplished: New signs and planters at entrances,
undercroft displays of what is offered at our church, and a
spruced up library have made the church more welcoming.
A new photo directory is in the works. New pastoral care
visitors and Eucharistic Visitors are being or have been
trained.

Targets Now: Continue helping new members become
fully apart of the church family.

So, What About You?
Many of our members have stepped forward over the past
two years and have been blessed by their involvement in
the ministry here at St. Luke’'s. The possibilities are as
endless as your imagination. Here are some ways that you
might get started.

Oneway to grow faith:

Join asmall group, or discuss your ideafor a new one with
Barb Bumsted or Father Eric; Attend the monthly book
discussion group; Join the next Emmaus course; Show up
at the men's or women’s Bible Study; Participate in a
Gifts Discovery program...or feel free to get a group
together and we'll be there!

Oneway to serve God:

Areas we particularly need help: Try athree-week stint as
a Sunday School teacher; Reach out to our downtown
neighbors through the coffee bar ministry or Thrift Shop;
Get involved with our Team or Hedth Care Ministry;
Help us communicate by increasing community awareness
of our offerings or helping with the undercroft bulletin
boards. Consider how choosing a ministry that truly
matches your spiritual gifts can add joy to your life.



