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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 
Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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Church Finances, Par t 2 

 

 Expense:   Last week I wrote about how the budget is 
developed and how we calculate our income for the year.  
This week I'd like to focus on expenses.   While income is 
very straightforward, the expense budget is more difficult 
because there are so many variables to weigh in the balance.  
We would like to fund everything, but must live within our 
means. 
 

Spending Policies:  The vestry has set spending policies 
which govern our budget process.  They are as follows: 

1)      Property:  25% of the money we get each year from 
the endowment goes directly to the property 
committee for the upkeep of our beautiful (and 
expensive) buildings.  In 2006 that amount is 
$48,756. 

2)      Outreach:  10% of pledge income is designated for 
outreach.  In the past we have sent that money to 
other groups, but starting this year we want to use 
more of our local outreach to support our own 
hands-on projects in downtown and healing 
ministry.  As part of our outreach we continue to 
honor a ten-year pledge made in 1999 to support the 
missionary work of Dan and Debra Fitzgerald. 

3)    Theological Education:  Following the national 
church policy, 1% of our total income is designated 
for supporting the seminaries of the Episcopal 
Church. 

4)      Diocesan Fair Share:  Each year at the diocesan 
convention sets the amount each parish must 
contribute to the support of the diocesan budget.  
This year our share is $61,597. 

 

Other Expenses:  Last year I did an analysis of our 
spending to help us understand where our money goes.  Here 
is the breakdown for 2005: 
      53%  Clergy and Staff salary and benefits.  This includes 
a full-time rector, secretary and sexton and part-time 
associate rector, organist, bookkeeper and Dir. of Christian 
Formation. 
      25% Administration - this includes office expenses, 
utilities and property expenses 
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     19%  Outreach (including diocesan fair share).  We 
actually give more than this to outreach if you include the 
money raised by the Thrift Shop and Bishop Overs Guild, 
not to mention the special offerings for ECS, UTO, etc. 
      3%   Program - this includes church school, youth group, 
adult education, music and worship, stewardship, publicity, 
evangelism, pastoral care, the Wednesday Group - in other 
words all our programs.  
 

Issues we struggle with:  Over the past several years we 
have worked hard to cut expenses where we can, particularly 
in program and administration.  We have worked to keep 
staff costs down by changing health insurance carriers.   Our 
clergy and staff have not had a raise in over four years.  This 
year we made the painful decision to eliminate the position 
of bookkeeper.  As we look at staff cuts, we are faced with 
an interesting Catch-22.  We need staff and program money 
to have any chance of attracting and keeping new members.  
Yet without new members, or increased pledges, we can't 
afford the staff and program we need.   The vestry will be 
looking at these issues in the coming year and has also 
committed itself to reexamining our spending policies. 
 

Coming up:   The Endowment 
 
End of L ife Issues 
The St. Luke’s Planned Giving Committee is offering a two-
part program on End of Life Issues that will be presented in the 
Adult Forum. This Sunday, the program will include Terry 
Lind of Lind Funeral Home, on Funeral Home Issues, and 
Spir itual Issues will be by Mother Susan Williams.  St. Luke’s 
Planned Giving Committee is offering this program to help us 
ALL prepare for end of life. Although we all find this subject 
to be discomforting…it is one that we cannot avoid (!) and 
should be as prepared as possible – if not for ourselves, then for 
our loved ones. 
 

NO Church School this Sunday, June 4th, but come early 
(9:45 a.m.) to join in a special Pentecost procession! 

 
Please plan to join your parish family when Bishop 
Garrison will be with us on SUNDAY, JUNE 4th , at 
3:00 p.m., for a service of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Reception.  A reception will follow the service. 
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THE CHURCH: A SAFE PLACE FOR CHILDREN and THE 
CHURCH: A SAFE PLACE FOR ADULTS, classes sponsored by 
Bishop Brent School for Ministry, will be presented at St. 
Peter’s in Westfield on Saturday June 10th.  All involved in 
church ministries, church school teachers, and camp counselors 
are required to have this training.  Contact St. Luke’s Church 
office to attend.  There is no fee for these classes. 

BBSM DIVERSITY TRAINING (overcoming the sin of racism) 
will be held Saturday, June 17th, 9 – 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s in 
Westfield.  There is no fee for this class, either. 
 
THANK YOU’S to Al Riley for raking around the Thrift Shop 
and parish house; to Jack Crate for mowing the Thrift Shop 
lawn, to “anonymous”  for mowing the parish house (you were 
seen! We know who you are!), to Jack Twinam for trimming 
the hedge, to Kim Mann for preparing the flower beds, and to 
Kay Stahlman for planting the flowers.   
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ARTS Camp (Ar t, Recreation, Theater , &  Song) – 
also held at LCLC; August 6-11; $355; for 
grades 4-7 &  8– 10;  Youth Missioner, Jay 
Phillippi serves as the Drama coach for this 
camp.   S� � � 1� � � � �#� � � � " � � ( � �1� ) 1" � %� � � � 11�
� � � #� �� �DON’T WAIT!  Register NOW, and 
get your friends to register with you! �
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On Sunday June 18th, we will recognize and 
bless the graduates among us.  We would 
like to know the names of all who are 
graduating from high school, college, 
graduate school, university, seminary, etc. 

Give Kim a call at the church office – 483-6405 – and let us 
know who you/they are. Then join us on Sunday the 18th  and 
let us recognize and praise God for your accomplishments! 
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 , will be held 
on Sunday, July 8th. Registrations for this 
recreational charity bicycle ride around 
Chautauqua Lake are available at the church office.  If 
you have any questions regarding this ride, speak to Fr. 
Eric.  Riders are welcome to do the whole ride, or just part 
of it.  Helmets are required for this ride!  

Please remember in your  prayers and visits those on our  
par ish prayer  list:  George Jackson, Joyce Benezra, Doris 
Currie, Andrew Johnson, Sr., Hope Hill, Richard Allberg, 
Rhonda Giordano, Julia Carlson, Ryan Malarkey 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Saturday Service Continues this Summer 
Join us Saturdays this summer for the Holy Eucharist at 
5:00 pm.  We are streamlining the service for the summer 
months (less chanting, no incense).  If you are someone 
who struggles between church and golf (or boating, etc) 
on Sunday mornings, then this is the service for you.  
Now you have NO EXCUSE for missing church during 
the summer months.  Remember, God doesn’ t go on 
summer vacation.  He shows up every week and misses 
you when you’ re not there. 
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Anyone who did not get their picture taken and would like to 
submit a photo to be included the directory may drop off or 
send in a 5x7 or 4x6 to the church office.  Also, if you have 
pictures of church events e.g. the parish picnic, the Easter Vigil 
children's production, receptions, Paul Bunyon Day etc., we 
want to include those in our directory, so please send them in as 
well. The more pictures the better!  We hope to have the new 
directory ready by fall, but don’ t wait to submit your pictures.  
We need to get it ready to go to print! Thanks for your help. 

  Victoria Bauer 
 


