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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office.
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10:00 am. Holy Eucharist — Church
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ST. LUKE’SEPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rt. Rev. J. Michael Garrison, Bishop of Western New York. The Rev. Eric M.
Williams, Rector. The Rev. Susan Andow Williams, Associate Rector. The Rev. J. A.
Ross Mackenzie, Priest Associate. The Rev. Sandra Dower, Priest Associate. The
Rev. Dcn. Cathleen Basle. R. Richard Corbin, Organist/Choir Director. Joshua
Safford, Associate Organist/Artist in Residence. Kim Johnstone Mann, Parish
Secretary. Barbara Bumsted, Director of Christian Formation. Kay Stahiman,
Bookkeeper. Virginia Carr, Sexton. John Flood and Karen Collins, Wardens. Office:
410 North Main ., Jamestown NY 14701 ~ (716) 483-6405
" SLuke@madbbs.com” www.wingedox.com
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The Rector’ s Easter Message
“ O death whereisthy sting? O grave, whereisthy victory?”

In preparing for my Lenten class on C.S. Lewis and JR.R.
Tolkien, | gained a deeper appreciation of the depth of their
understanding of the Christian faith. Both of them were
profoundly shaped by their experience as soldiers in WWI.
Perhaps because of that experience they saw the Christian faith
primarily as a struggle against the power of darkness. Tolkien,
in particular, portrayed his heroes as those who, in the midst of
enemy territory and against overwhelming odds, nonetheless
remain faithful, even to the point of death. He coined the word
eucatastrophe to describe the experience of God transforming
certain defeat into victory and despair into joy. And he found
this principle at the heart of the Gospel. In aletter to a friend
he said, “The Resurrection is the eucatastrophe of the story of
the Incarnation. This story beginsand endsin joy.”

That word and that image are resonating with me this Easter.
So much of the world seems dark and dangerous, a hostile
environment ruled by hostile forces. There is plenty of loss,
sorrow and death to go around. Yet in the midst of this present
darkness, we can open the eyes of our faith and see God at
work in powerful ways bringing hope out of despair, joy out of
sorrow and life out of desath.

Easter is the great eucatastrophe of human history, the great
undoing of death, the great promise of life. It did not happen
because we were smart enough to invent it, strong enough to
compel it, or good enough to deserve it. It happened because
“God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son to
the end that all that believe in him should have everlasting
life.”

So much of lifeisastruggle. It is easy to become discouraged.
This Easter may you experience the true power of God's
eucatastrophe, and know the joy of Easter’s promise that death
isswallowed up in victory.

Faithfully, %( % g



Men of St. Luke's are holding a program gathering
Sunday evening, April 9" and 30" for dinner and
discussion of the 3 Colors of Ministry Gifts program. The
evening will begin with dinner at 6:00 p.m. at “The Cabin”
on Rt 474 in Ashville. Contact John Flood if you are
interested in attending.
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News and Notes from the Congr egation

After several years of devoted and exemplary service, Jack
Twinam is stepping down as chairman of the Property
Committee. During his tenure, the church completed many
projects, including the complete renovation of the rectory, the
installation of elevator, the rebuilding of the porch and the
repainting of the sanctuary (just to name a few). We are
profoundly grateful for his service. Chip Ulrich has agreed to
chair the committee in his stead.

And Virginia Carr has entered a formal process of discernment
as she seeks God's guidance for the next step of her life. A
committee is working with her on this and asks for the prayers
of the congregation on her behalf.

Church School News:

On April 16, we have a 9:00 Easter Day service followed by
the annual Egg Hunt. Kids helping with the Great Easter Vigil:
We’'ll gather at 6:30 in the Undercroft on Saturday, April 15!

The next and final Rotation will begin on April 23: “Easter
Breakfast” featuring the Gospel of John chapter 21. This will
be a five week / five workshop rotation; would you like to
teach? Please give Mother Susan a call soon!

The second of Chautauqua trail hikes
established by Cathy Norton will take
place Saturday, April 15". This hike will
take place on the West Overland Trail.
We'll meet at the diner in Mayville at 10
a.m. If you have any questions, please
contact Cathy Norton at 386-5290.
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Please remember in your prayersand visitsthose on our
parish prayer list: Dawn Blair, Dorothy Carlson, Richard

+ Corbin, Rhonda Giordano, Guy Costa, Sandy Anderson, Ryan

+ Malarkey, Julia Carlson, Alta Martenson, Minerva Cortes, Joyce
E Schang, John White 111, Kay Nelson

EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY SERVICES

This year marks the 40" anniversary of ECS, founded as
“Episcopal Charities” in the fall of 1966. ECS remains our best,
single opportunity to make a difference to needy people in
WNY. ECS agencies respond to a variety of situations such
as homelessness, domestic abuse, youth mentoring, refugee
services and emergency food supplies. Take a moment and
make a pledge to support Episcopal Community Services.
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