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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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 Why is Holy Week Impor tant? 
 

For all fourteen years of my ordained ministry, in the three 
parishes I have served, I have tried to emphasize the 
importance of keeping a holy Lent and of observing Holy 
Week in particular.  This plea has fallen largely on deaf ears, as 
far as I can tell.  People make a point of coming to celebrate the 
joy of Easter Day, but a fraction of the congregation usually 
makes it to any of the other services that week.  Yet the joy of 
Easter only makes sense if we have walked with Jesus through 
his passion and death. 
 

This year I urge you to do your best to observe a truly holy 
Holy Week.  This is the holiest week of the year for Christians.  
Despite all the demands of our lives, nothing else should take 
priority this week.  Some of you will be away on vacation,   but 
you are not off the hook.  I have it on good authority that there 
are churches where you are going!  When you get back, I 
expect to see bulletins. �   If you are in town, here is a rundown 
on our services and their significance. 
 

4/9  Palm/Passion Sunday:  On this day we remember the 
triumphal procession of Jesus into Jerusalem with palm 
branches.  We read the Passion Gospel which recounts Jesus’  
betrayal, arrest, trial and crucifixion. 
 

4/10-12 Monday-Wednesday: The Warmup.  Daily 
communion will be offered at noon in the chapel.  Readings 
focus on the passion story. 
 

4/13  Maundy Thursday:  In addition to our regular 7 am 
healing service, we will have two opportunities to observe the 
Last Supper.  At noon in the chapel we will tell the story of the 
communion service which started with Jesus’  last supper.  At 6 
pm we will gather in the undercroft for a pot-luck supper and 
commemorate the foot washing from John’s gospel.  The 
service will continue in church at 7 pm with the Eucharist and 
stripping of the altar. 
 

4/14  Good Fr iday:  The commemoration of the crucifixion.  
There will be a service at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at 
noon based on selections from Handel’s Messiah.  At 7 pm we 
will observe the Good Friday liturgy at church—a lovely 
chanted service and meditation on the cross.  Good Friday 
(along with Ash Wednesday) is a day when we are to fast. 
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4/15  Holy Saturday:  On this day we remember Jesus in the 
tomb.  The day ends with the Great Vigil of Easter.  Some 
churches celebrate this at sunup, but our service is held at 7 pm.  
In darkness we tell the story of the history of salvation from the 
Old Testament (with help from the church school kids) and 
then we turn on the lights and celebrate the joy of Jesus’  
resurrection.  A reception follows in the undercroft. 
 

“Mercifully grant that as we walk in the way of his suffering, we 
may also share in his resurrection.”       (Collect for Palm Sunday) 
 

--Fr. Eric  
 
On Holy Saturday, April 15th, the Altar Guild invites all members 
of the parish to join in preparing our worship area for our 
EASTER celebration.  We will clean and decorate the church 
on the 15th at 8:30 a.m. in preparation for Easter Vigil, which 
will be held on Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m, and Easter 
morning celebration at 9 AM on Sunday, April 16th. 
 
On Sunday, April 2, the Adult Forum will conclude the series 
“ Simplify Your Life!”   Fr. Eric will lead a discussion pulling 
together the past four weeks – to see what has been learned 
and whether anyone has applied any of it to their lives. (We’d 
appreciate your feedback!)   Join the Forum at 9:00 on the 
stage area of the Undercroft 
 

Next week’s Adult Forum (April 9) will be focused on Palm 
Sunday. Catherine Way will talk to us about the Palm crosses – 
and even teach us how to make them! 
 
Church School News: 
 This Sunday, April 2, we wrap up our adventures with 
Elijah.  (Will the Prize Patrol find you prepared?)  Then we have 
a break from regular classes, in order to prepare for the Palm 
Sunday costumed procession on April 9 – meet up in the 
“Scripture Tent” at 9:30 – and on April 16 we have a 9:00 
Easter Day service followed by the annual Egg Hunt. Kids 
helping with the Vigil: We’ll gather at 6:30 in the Undercroft on 
Saturday, April 15! 
 The next and final Rotation will begin on April 23: “Easter 
Breakfast” featuring the Gospel of John chapter 21.  This will 
be a five week / five workshop rotation; would you like to 
teach? Please give me a call soon!  Many thanks to all our 
talented teachers who worked on “Elijah”: Susan Schrader, 
Sarah Martonis, Debbie Cardone, Nicki Casler, Vicki Flood, 
Margy Gustafson, Victoria Bauer, Brittany Weilacher, Anthea 
Passmore, and Brianna, Brian Robert and Raul Johnson.  
You’re terrific!   --     Mother Susan 

Interested in taking a hike?  Cathy 
Norton has established two enjoyable 
walks of Chautauqua County trails! 
The first is Saturday, April 8th 
beginning at 10 am in Long Point 
State Park. Meet at the Marina parking 

lot before 10 o’clock.  Bring a lunch or bring a few dollars 
and we’ll conclude our hike with lunch, if you like. 

The second hike will be Saturday, April 15th.  A good 
time to enjoy nature on Holy Saturday, quite possibly 
after you’ve helped clean or decorate the church for 
Easter! This hike will take place on the West Overland 
Trail. We’ll meet at the diner in Mayville at 10 a.m.  Again, 
we might enjoy lunch after.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Cathy Norton at 386-5290. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 Now is the time for submitting your Easter flower 
memorials and thanksgivings.  Envelopes are 
provided in your box of pledge envelopes and in 
the church and chapel pews.  Please submit your 
gifts by Monday, April 10th, so that your offering 
can be included in the Easter bulletin.  Following 

our Easter morning worship, the flowers are delivered to our 
homebound and nursing home parishioners.  We can use your 
help in doing this and invite everyone to help deliver the Easter 
flowers on Easter Day 

40 Years of Car ing through ECS 
  Local households on our mailing list should have just 
received a letter about our spring Episcopal Community 
Services campaign.  This year marks the 40th anniversary of 
ECS, founded as “Episcopal Charities” in the fall of 1966.  ECS 
remains our best, single opportunity to make a difference to 
needy people in WNY.   

Very little of our donations are used for anything other than 
grants to the fifteen agencies currently supported by ECS. The 
mission and work of these member agencies are reviewed 
annually by the ECS Board, made up of clergy and laity from 
around the diocese (David Dower recently completed a term on 
this board), so we can be assured that they are truly and 
effectively meeting needs.  The agencies operate in 
communities all over WNY (not only in Buffalo) and respond to 
a variety of situations such as homelessness, domestic abuse, 
youth mentoring, refugee services and emergency food 
supplies.   

How much to pledge?  As with public radio/TV pledge 
drives, you might want a formula like “a dollar a day” or “$10 a 
month.”  Another suggestion is a “tithe of your tithe,” or about 
10% of your pledge to St. Luke’s.  The need seems endless but 
ECS really does make a difference. So please review the 
materials we’ve sent, prayerfully consider your support, and 
mail your ECS pledge in the envelope provided, if possible by 
the ending date of the campaign, April 23.  Other opportunities 
to support ECS will include Eric’s annual Bike Ride around the 
Lake this summer! 

With our thanks,  Susan & Eric  
 

Fasting for Food - 
Friday April 28th to Saturday April 29th 

Students in our congregation are getting ready to take 
part in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine.  In the coming 
weeks you’ll hear more about the 30 Hour Famine, and 
here’s where your part comes in.  First, please pray for 
the Famine participants who will be participating in the 
Famine.  Second, prayerfully consider how you can 
come alongside them and offer your financial support to 
help save kids’ lives in a world that loses over 29,000 
children to hunger and disease!  Together, we all can 
make a difference! 

For more information about the upcoming SLY 30-
Hour Famine contact Cathy Basile at 499-5234 or 
dbasile@stny.rr.com.  Thanks for your prayers & support! 
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Please remember in your  prayers and visits those 
on our  par ish prayer  list:  Julia Carlson, Alta 
Martenson, Sandy Anderson, Ryan Malarkey, Guy 
Costa, Minerva Cortes,  Suzanne Barr Grant, Joyce 
Schang, Richard Corbin, Rhonda Giordano, John 
White III, Kay Nelson 
 


