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Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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What’s New with the Vestry 
 

The vestry of St. Luke’s met twice in February.  The first 
meeting was a dinner meeting at the rectory to welcome and 
orient new vestry members Nicki Casler, Vince DeJoy and 
Fran Stahley.  The second was the annual vestry retreat, which 
was held this year on February 25 at the Robert H. Jackson 
Center. 
 

Our retreat was to be led by the Rev. Barbara Price, but a death 
in the family made it impossible for her to join us, so the rector 
used her notes to lead the retreat.  Our text for the retreat was 
Grounded in God, a book about communal discernment.  The 
book and our retreat led us to think about how we could more 
faithfully use our meetings to intentionally and prayerfully seek 
the will of God. 
 

To that end, we agreed upon the following steps: 
·        Shorten the agenda and target one or two areas which really 

need our active involvement.   
·        Share these one or two areas of concern with the vestry 

before the meeting and invite the vestry to pray over these 
items in the days before the meeting. 

·        Improve communication between the vestry and parish by 
o publishing a summary of our meetings in the VOICE &  
o inviting the leaders of ministries to meet with the 

vestry on a regular basis.  
·        Keep discernment in front of us by posting the discernment 

norms (from Grounded in God) at each month’s meeting. 
·        Build worship around Bible passages chosen to fit the 

themes of the agenda.  A candle will be lit and will burn 
throughout the meeting as a symbol of the presence of 
Christ.  The vestry member assigned will also close each 
meeting with praise and adoration. 

·        Build silence into every meeting to make room for God to 
speak.  We will respect the norm of allowing a brief silence 
after each person has spoken in order to train ourselves to 
listen more deeply and respectfully. 

 

I am very encouraged by the direction taken by the vestry and 
believe it will really help us to stay on track as we continue to 
Answer God’s Call.        
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The Adult Forum will continue the series “Simplify Your 
Life!” on the 12th with a good look at Health.  Jim 
Rovegno, owner of the Apothecary of Lakewood will be 
our guest.  He will discuss with us how to take a holistic 
and healthy look at simplifying our lives.  Join us at 9:00 
am on the stage area of the Undercroft. On the 19th, the 
Adult Forum will then move onto how we simplify our lives 
through vocation.   
 

Anyone interested in hiking the trails 
of Chautauqua County?!  If so Cathy 

Norton is interested in getting a group 
of people together to do just that.  The 
idea is that there would be “organized” 
hikes on Saturday mornings starting this 

spring.  Time off would be taken during the summer and 
then resume again in the fall.  If you are interested and/or 
you have any books or literature on hiking trails in 
Chautauqua County please contact Cathy Norton – 386-
5290. 
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Eucharistic ministers are ministers of the body and blood of  
Christ and serve during the service.  Eucharistic visitors are 
ministers of the body and blood of Christ following the service 
and go out to members of the congregation unable to attend the 
regular church services. Both are very rewarding and important 
ministries. You are invited to a training session at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Mayville, on Saturday March 18th from 10 – 
2.  The training for EM will be from 10 until 11:30 AM and the 
training of the EV will be from 12:30 until 2PM. Join us for 
one or both sessions; no commitment of service is necessary if 
you just to learn about these ministries.  Lunch will be provided 
for those attending both sessions.  Please call our church office 
(483-6405) if you are interested.   
 
� ��� � � �� �	 
 
 � �� 
 
 �� � � �� 
 � �  � � � � � �
 � � �� 
 
 �� � � � � �� � � � � � ���

The church school schedule ahead is: 
   March 12:  March 19: 
Blue:  Re-Creation  Bible Adventures 
Red:  Bread of Heaven Song & Dance 
Green: Song & Dance Scripture Tent 
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God calls us all to let go of the chains and restrictions we place 
on ourselves. This includes the restrictions we place on the 
way we worship.  As a way of helping us to be really present at 
the Eucharist, this service will call us to focus on what we the 
people do in worship. It is designed to alternate between times 
of action where we will use our whole body to worship and 
times of contemplation where our body will remain still while we 
listen and think. You cannot get through this service on 
“automatic pilot” – and yes, dancing is encouraged! 
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With a special table and menu for kids who are shorter than the 
baptismal font but are able to stand in front of it on their own. 

 
Wednesday Night Lenten Study Ser ies 

Narnia, Middle Earth and the K ingdom of Heaven: 
The Religious Imaginations of  
 C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien 

This course will explore that faith and how it is expressed in the 
Chronicles of Narnia, the Lord of the Rings and their other 
writings.  The class is led by Fr. Eric, and is free and open to 
the public, so invite your friends to come.  Join us every 
Wednesday evening through April 5 from 7:00-8:30 pm.   

Wednesday evenings, for our Kids����
As the adults meet in the Undercroft, kids are invited to the 
Parish House, 2nd Floor, to prepare for leading the Great Vigil 
of Easter on April 15th. We’ll be making scenery, learning 
songs and rehearsing skits to tell the great stories of that most 
holy night.  There will be NEW material this year (plus a snack) 
so please join in the fun, from about 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  

 
It’s the last chance to sign up for the Gifts 
Retreat that will be held on Sunday, March 19 
at Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center from 
9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  This retreat is for 
those who have not done any of the Gifts 
Discovery yet AND for those who have begun 

the process…in other words – it’s for everyone!  Contact 
Barbara Bumsted for more information (483-6405) 
 
 
A Sad Farewell to Fr . Ross 
Over the past six years one of the greatest blessings and 
joys has been the presence of Fr. Ross Mackenzie.  He has 
been among us as a priest, teacher, pastor and friend.  He 
has celebrated the Eucharist, preached thoughtful, 
challenging and inspiring sermons, visited the sick and 
homebound, led the Guild of St. Columba.  Most of all, 
without our even noticing it, he became indispensable, as 
much a part of St. Luke©s as the Rose Window or the 
baptismal font. 
 

So it is with a heavy heart that I announce that later this 
Spring, Ross and Flora will be moving to Richmond, 
Virginia.  They have purchased a lovely house in the 
northwest section of the city and will be near their 
children and grandchildren.  They plan regular visits back 
to this area, particularly during the Chautauqua season. 
 

Please join us for a reception to honor Ross and Flora on 
Sunday, April 2.  We will offer a special benediction for 
them at the 10:00 am service and there will be a reception 
afterwards so that we can express our gratitude and love. 
 

We will also present them with a gift, as a token of our 
gratitude and affection and as a reminder to come back 
often!  If you would like to contribute to the gift, please 
send a check to the office and note "Fr. Ross." 
 

St Luke’s 4th St. Cafe opens its doors each 
Thursday  morning from 9 to 11 a.m.!  Coffee 
and donuts are available free of charge to our 
downtown neighbors, along with friendship, a 
listening ear.  Come check it out! 
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First and foremost, WELCOME! It has been great to meet 
you!  There will be a three-week “ Introduction to St. 
Luke’s”  offered on Sundays, March 19, 26 and April 2, 
from 9:10 a.m. (first get the kids to class) until 9:45.  We’ ll 
meet in the Parish House kitchen (that’s the big Victorian 
house next to the church) for coffee, donuts, and discussion: 
 March 19, an overview of St. Luke’s with Fr. Eric 
 March 26, our Church School, with Mother Susan 
 April 2, taking part and enjoying fellowship  


