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Wishing you a happy new year!  
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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� Happy Holidays 
 

I don’ t know if you’ve been following the recent idiotic 
controversy over how to greet people during this season.  
The “Merry Christmas”  commandos have parachuted behind 
secular enemy lines and tried to blow up every politically 
correct “Happy Holidays”  occurrence they could find, 
including the president’s own Christmas (sorry, Holiday) 
card. 
 

Let’s take a deep breath and have a little perspective.  First 
of all, it’s not that easy to de-Christianize Christmas.  Happy 
Holidays actually refers to the holy-days of Christmas and 
the three days following, namely St. Stephen (12/26), St. 
John (12/27), and the Holy Innocents (12/28).  Moreover, 
Christmas, as a major feast of the church, is celebrated for 
twelve days (remember the song) and culminates in the feast 
of the Epiphany (or Three Kings Day) on January 6.   
 

Our Christian celebration of this holy season in no way 
prevents others from celebrating Hannukah, Kwanzaa, the 
winter solstice, or nothing at all.  And I fervently hope the 
Kingdom of God is not dependent on whether the local mall 
displays the right sign over its displays of wretched excess, 
or whether the right sort of Muzak is played incessantly.  For 
me the bigger problem is that even those who say and 
believe in “Merry Christmas”  are in danger of losing the 
holiness of this holiday.  You may have the right message on 
your Christmas cards, but does it carry over into the way you 
live your life? 
 

Those who wish to defend the integrity of Christmas would 
do better to spend these twelve days striving to heed the 
angels’  prophetic message and make it a reality—Peace on 
Earth and Goodwill to Men.  As we look ahead to 2006, both 
of these quantities may be in as short supply as inexpensive 
heating oil.  The best way to celebrate Christmas is to 
welcome Christ into your heart not just one day a year, or 
even twelve, but every day by loving and serving God and 
your neighbor.  That would truly make these holy days 
indeed. 
 

Faithfully,
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Changes in our  Weekday Services 
Starting this week, Evening Prayer  will be offered in the 
chapel only on Tuesday evenings.  This simple service 
begins at 5:15 pm and lasts about twenty minutes.  It is a 
great way to end the work day.  Also, the Tuesday 
Contemporary Service has been put on hiatus due to 
changes in the youth group schedule.  You are always 
welcome to join the staff for Morning Prayer in the office 
at (or about) 9:00 am Monday through Friday (except 
when the office is closed).  The Thursday morning healing 
service continues at 7:00 am every week and is a 
wonderful intimate communion service in the chapel.  
Linger for donuts and fellowship afterward, and stay on if 
you can for the women’s Bible Study.  And don’ t forget 
our newest service—the Saturday evening Eucharist at 
5:00 pm in the chapel.  All of our services are open to the 
public and we encourage you to attend and bring a friend! 

 
Men’s Group – Rose Bowl Par ty on January 4 

The Men of St. Luke’s are invited to the rectory (311 
Crossman St.) on Wednesday, January 4th to watch the 
Rose Bowl.  The game starts at 8:00 pm and we’ ll gather 
for pre-game festivities at 7:00 pm.  Join us for the whole 
game or just drop in for a while.  Bring a dish to share if 
you can.  No reservations necessary.  Wearing USC colors 
(crimson and gold) is recommended but not required � .    

 
Service on the Slopes – Star ts New Year ’s Day�

St. Luke’s will be sponsoring an 
ecumenical service at Holiday Valley 
Ski Resort every Sunday afternoon in 
January and February at 2:00 pm at 
the warming hut at the top of Cindy’s 
Run.  This simple service will last 
about a half hour and will consist of 

Scripture readings, prayers and a song.  It is open to all, 
but you do need to have skis and a lift ticket to get to the 
service.  The goal is to reach out to skiers who may 
otherwise not be able to worship on Sundays.  Last year 
we “ test marketed”  the service a few times and feel it is 

worth expanding this year.  Holiday Valley is graciously 
allowing us to do this and is even providing coffee 
afterwards!  If you are interested in the service or have 
any questions, please contact the rector 
(stluke@madbbs.com; 483-6405).  The first service will 
be held on New Year’s Day. 
 
Parish Book Study:   The next scheduled discussion 
for Always Open: Being an Anglican Today is Sunday, 
January 15th at 6:00 p.m.  Chapters 8, 9, 10, & 11 will be 
discussed.  Come join the fun!! 
 
Empty Nesters:    The Empty Nesters group will finish 
the discussion of the book they have been reading (When 
Our Grown Kids Disappoint Us: Letting Go of Their 
Problems, Loving Them Anyway, and Getting on with Our 
Lives) on Wednesday, January 18th at 7:00 at the 
Bumsteds. 
 
The Adult Forum will resume on Sunday, January 8, 
2006 with a follow-up to the series “The Soul of Religion”.  
Be sure to attend for some very exciting discussion!  The 
following week, January 15th, the Forum will begin a new 
series on “Governance at St. Luke’s”.  Watch for more 
information regarding this series! 
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     The Church School will begin a “Winter Term” on 
Sunday, January 8th combining all classes in the 
Undercroft.  Join in the fun of our annual “Three Kings 
Party” with singing, crafts, and of course a cake!  On Jan. 
15th we’ll have one more Narnia event, assuming that 
everyone who wanted to see the movie has done so.  
We’ll do some Narnia-themed games and crafts. 

Jan. 22nd is “World Mission Sunday” and we shall 
learn about the mission activities we support at St. 
Luke’s.  (The last Sunday of the month, Jan. 29th, is our 
Annual Meeting and a combined 9 a.m. service, with no 
Church School that day.)  
      Would you like to teach in February? Our story is 
“Gracious Entertaining with Martha, and Mary too” (Luke 
10:38-42).  Call Mother Susan if you can help with one of 
the four workshops (Art, Storytelling, Games, Food). 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS 
What makes a valuable vestry person?  
Someone who is dedicated to St. Luke©s and 
is willing to "think outside the box" about 
how we might best serve God and 
His people.  We need people who know 

how we do things now and also people with vision of how 
we might do things.  People who want to be financially 
responsible and also realize that all that we have comes from 
God.  A variety of people and views is what makes a strong 
and representative vestry:  young and old, long-term 
Episcopalians and those who originally belonged to other 
faith traditions.  If you care about the "now" and the future 
of St. Luke©s, you will be an asset.  Anyone interested in 
finding out more about serving on Vestry, or if you would 
like to nominate someone you think would be a good 
candidate, please contact Karen Collins as soon as possible. 
Karen Collins  collinsk@stny.rr.com or, 386-6354.  This is 
an exciting time for St. Luke©s as we are moving further into 
the “nuts-and-bolts”  of trying to live out what we learned in 
our process of Answering God©s Call.  
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Knitters / crochet-ers of any skill level 
are invited to “Purl and Pray”  with St. 
Luke’s shawl-knitting ministry.  We 
create physical signs of God’s love for persons in physical, 
spiritual or emotional need.  Join us on Saturday, Jan. 14 
from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the church Library to start or 
continue a shawl, or learn how to knit!  Contact Mother 
Susan for details, and to request childcare. 
 
Pledge envelopes for   2006 now available 
at the west end of the church nave.  If you 
desire weekly pledge envelopes and do not 
find a box in your name, please call the church office. 

Please keep in your  prayers:   Angie Falletta, Mary 
Willsie, Viola Kling, Richard Corbin, Sarah Hoffman, 
Gordon Anderson, Frances Kelwaski, Phyllis Harris, Joyce 
Green, Kay Nelson, Rhonda Giordano, Bob Lamp, Clay 
Smith, Julia Carlson 



In January we will begin our next series for 
our Journey of Faith program (our spiritual 
growth program).  This program is for those 
who are new to St. Luke’s, are interested in 
learning more about our church, and/or for 
those who wish to formalize their 

membership at St. Luke’s. There will be one session held 
each month for the next five months, ending right before 
Confirmation on June 4th.  The first session will be on 
Tuesday evening, January 31st beginning at 6:00 for 
supper.  (Those interested in attending 
the program should contact Fr. Eric or 
Barbara Bumsted.)  We are in need of 
volunteers to put together supper for 
this group.  If you would like to help us 
out, please contact Barbara Bumsted.   
 

L iturgical Calendars 
Ever wonder about the color changes in the church 
hangings and clergy vestments?  Calendars depicting our 
Liturgical church year, along with special Saints’  days are 
available at the church office for $3.00 each. 

Hymnals and Prayer  Books Memor ials ! 
We have a new order of pew Hymnals in 
and they make an appropriate thanksgiving 
or memorial gift to the church.  The cost is 
$25 each, and a bookplate will be placed 
inside the front cover of the Hymnal with the 
information you request. Help us to 

“worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”  by giving a 
gift of a new Hymnal to the church. 
�
Pledge envelopes for   2006 now available 
at the west end of the church nave.  If you 
desire weekly pledge envelopes and do not 
find a box in your name, please call the church office. The 
box of envelopes includes weekly offering envelopes, 
monthly Episcopal Community Services envelopes, 
holiday envelopes and Easter and Christmas flower 
envelopes. 

 


