
THE VOICE OF ST. LUKE’S 
AUGUST, 2005 : Vol. XVIII , No. 45 

 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
Evening Prayer is said Mon-Wed at 5:15 pm in the chapel. 

 
 
St Paul’s Outreach Committee will i ts hold the second 
Chicken Barbecue to Benefit the Hungry in Western New 
York.  Proceeds will go the the WNY Food Bank and 
Friends of the Night People. It will take place in 
Cathedral Park, on Wed. Sept. 14th from 11:30-2:00. 
Pre-sale tickets are $8.00 and can be purchased at the 
Cathedral office  128 Pearl Street.   The meal includes 
roll , salad, 1/ 2 chicken. On the of Day of the Barbecue, 
tickets w ill be 9.00 each. Call 855-0900, or log on to 
www.stpaulscathedral.org 
 
 
 

FOOD COLLE CTION SUNDAY – AUGUST 21st 
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What I Did on My Summer Vacation 
 

Summer for me is a time for appreciating the beauty of God’s 
creation.  Spring, Fall and Winter have their glories, of course, 
but I seem to spend a lot more time outdoors in the summer. 
 

In July I had the opportunity to see a great deal of this 
beautiful State of New York.  I rode along the Erie Canal with 
Owen Carr, the Menzies family and my cousin Bob on a bike 
trip sponsored by Parks and Trails New York.1  We camped 
out each night and explored state parks, historical sites, cities, 
towns and, of course, the canal.  Over the years I have driven 
past many of these places, but this trip offered a unique 
opportunity to slow down enough to really experience them.  I 
now have a much greater appreciation for the beauty and 
grandeur of this region and for the rich history of the past three 
hundred and fifty years. 
 

After reaching the finish line in Albany, I traveled back to 
central New York to join my family in Ithaca for a Suzuki 
violin camp.  While Susan and Margaret focused on the violin, 
Emily and I visited gorges, waterfalls, wineries, and even went 
for a kayak adventure on the lake. 
 

What I treasured about both weeks was the opportunity to slow 
down and to savor the goodness of God’s world.  Hiking, 
biking, kayaking, even just sitting outdoors opens up the spirit 
in wonderful ways.  When surrounded by the beauty of 
creation, I seem to find it easier to feel close to the Creator.  
My stress level decreases and my sense of peace increases. 
 

The good news is that we don’ t have to travel to experience 
that goodness.  We are blessed to live in one of the most 
beautiful parts of a beautiful state.  I returned from my 
vacation with the firm intention of making the most of this area 
as well.  It is so easy to get stuck indoors.  We all have work to 
do, projects that need attention, and plenty of good old-
fashioned inertia.  But I sincerely hope you get a chance to 
experience the great outdoors this Summer and Fall .   
 
See you out there! 

 
 

                                                 
1 Photos of our trip can be viewed at www.wingedox.com/canal.htm. 



STAYING POWER – Stay cool. Stay present. 
Stay in touch if you can’t be present.  We 
miss you when you’re not with us.  We 
wond er what’s go ing on when we don ’t hear 
from you. 
 

 

BISHOP OVERS GUILD – August 9th 
The BISHOP OVERS GUILD will meet at the rectory 
(311 Crossman St.) on Tuesday, August 9th at 6:00 p.m.  
Meat and beverages will be provided.  Bring a dish to 
pass. 
 
NO WEDNESDAY GROUP in August  

 
 

 

We continue to offer a meditative service of 
Evening Prayer   in St. Luke's Chapel on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. 
through the summer.  This is a comforting, 

centering way to end a busy work day.  Everyone is 
welcome - parishioners, newcomers, visitors and friends! 
 

The Chapel is also open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
for those who would like some quiet time for personal 
prayer or meditation. 

 
Vacat ion Bible School at 1st  L ut heran 

 Children of St. Luke's are encouraged to attend Vacation 
Bible School “ecumenically” this summer (i.e. we won't 
be holding one here).  For instance, we are helping to 
produce First Lutheran's VBS, which runs from August 8 
– 12 for ages 3 and up.  It features a Safari theme and 
lunch is included.  Registration forms will be available at 
church on Sundays, or in the off ice during the week.  
 
Next Men’s Outing Scheduled for October 2 
Mark your calendars now for the next men's adventure 
outing on Sunday, October 2.  We will kayak and canoe, 
probably on the Alleghany River and will have an 
outdoor communion service and picnic lunch.  Watch for 
more details. 
 

Discovering our spiritual gifts and putting 
them to use in our li ves and the world around 

us is at the heart of our parish plan, 
“ Answering God’sCall.”    

 
  We have heard a lot about spiritual gifts over the past 8 
or 9 months (and you will be hearing more!)  What is a 
spiritual gift?  “A spiritual gift is a special ability that God 
gives, according to his grace, to each member of the 
body of Christ to be used for the development of the 
church.”  That means that ALL of us receive gifts at our 
baptism and how we discover them and put them to use 
is up to us.  The Gifts Ministry Team is working to help 
each parishioner discover and use their gifts.  We also 
felt that it would be a good idea to help St. Luke’s 
understand what are the different gifts.  In last month’s 
Voice we featured the gift of Knowledge and this month 
we will feature the gift of Leadership.  Then starting in 
August we will “feature” a gift or two each week.   
 
Leadership is setting the pattern for others to follow, 
either by direction, instruction, guidance, encouragement 
or example.  The gift of leadership involves conviction 
about objectives to be accomplished and the ability to 
inspire others to identify with those objectives and to 
want to meet them.  “The trademark of a leader is that 
others follow him or her of their own free will rather than 
by coercion.  Christians with this gift usually don’t have to 
stress their ‘leadership authority’ (in most cases, this is 
an indication that one does not have this gift)”   
(The 3 Colors of Ministry, p. 30) 
 
Fictional Fr iends’ Summ er  Boo k 

Our book group's “summer reading” will be Sarah: A 
Novel, by Marek Halter.  Based on the stories in Genesis, 
Sarah adds personali ty and intrigue to this matriarch of 
Judeo-Christian faith.  Booklist review says: "Lively, 
shimmering in detail , Sarah is grounded in Biblical source 
material even as it twists tales all it s own."  Our discussion 
will t ake place on Monday, August 15.  Contact Catherine 
Way if you would like a copy of this novel (paperback). 

 

Thrift Shop TICKETS:   $2.00 ea. / or 3 for $5.00 
Tickets for the Thr ift Shop raffle are available from any 
of the many volunteers.  You receive a chance to win a 
hand-crafted quilt, pieced together by Thr ift Shop 
Volunteers, or a hand-painted water color by 

parishioner / Thr ift Shop Volunteer 
Ginger Swanson!  All p roceeds are 
donated to local charit ies to support 
their giving to the comm unity at 
Chr istmas ti me. 

The drawing will  b e held Sunday, Oct. 2, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER CAMP TIME  !  
Junior Hi gh Conference – at 
Dunkirk Conference Center on Lake 
Erie, August 14-20th; $260; for those  
entering grades 7- 9;  
Sleep Away Camp – at Lake 

Chautauqua Lutheran Center (LCLC) on Chautauqua 
Lake; August 17th – 20th;  a safe, fun three day Christian 
camp experience for ages 8 – 12; $99;   sing, play, 
worship! 
NEW this summer! Music , Ar t & Drama (MAD) 
Camp – also held at LCLC; August 7-
13; $350; for grades 4 - 7 & 8 – 10;  
Youth Missioner, Jay Philli ppi serves 
as the Drama coach for this camp.  
Registrations are available at the 
church office! 


