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Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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An article by Peter Dawson for the RESPONDER, the newsletter  of the 
County Emergency Services 
 

 Charged Lines                                              
       In 44 years in our fire service, it has been my most humbling and 
most personally fulfilling experience to serve as Chaplain, over the 
last few years, for both the Lakewood Volunteer Fire Company and 
the Chautauqua County Fire Chiefs Association. If job descriptions 
for those offices had been in writing, they probably would have been 
these 5 words: “Say grace at the banquet.”  Reality has required far 
more of me than that.  In spite of my declaration that I am only 
appointed and not ordained, many of you have called on me to take 
part in some of your lives’  most important events.  I have presented 
20 eulogies and, at half of those funerals, I was the officiant.  You 
have asked me to help with county Memorial Services and memorial 
services for individual firefighters.  There have even been a couple of 
weddings where I was given the opportunity, as part of a civil 
ceremony, to remind those assembled that God was indeed witness to 
the union. The challenge to fulfill your expectations, though nearly 
overwhelming at times, has been rewarding beyond my greatest 
expectations.  Thank you. 
 Chaplaincy has taken me places I could not have imagined. I 
have heard from people who have no perspective on Christianity and 
from others who loudly profess The Faith while they seem to violate 
its most basic principles.  While there is talk about religion becoming 
a real political force and there are generalizations about what “ those 
people”  are doing in the name of Christianity and about the bigotries 
shared by many of their groups, some have challenged me to defend it 
all.  I don’ t.  Also, I have had the great good fortune to meet and work 
with people whose convictions and ability to articulate them have 
actually been inspiring highlights of my life.  It has taught me much 
about who I am and has strengthened my faith.  Thanks again.  
  If a Fire Chaplain seizes a critical incident as an opportunity to 
hit on a victim for some kind of commitment to faith he is violating 
our trust.  On scene, a chaplain must be compassionate and must lead 
by example but proselytizing at emergencies is perceived as 
inappropriate.  I believe that. 
 This is not an emergency.  It is an article you are reading by 
choice at a time when Christmas is very near, so I feel your trust is 
not being violated if I take this time to share some faith based ideas. 
In sixty-four articles published in this column and elsewhere in the 
Responder, I have shared opinions drawn from personal experiences 
with nearly every office in our fire service.  Today I share my 
opinions as a chaplain.  If I were also a preacher, these thoughts 
would be the basis for my sermons.  If it appears that I am promoting 
my faith, indeed; that is my intent. Good news is meant to be shared.  
 

�  Faith works for us, not because we are so good.  Faith works  
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 for us because He is so good. 
�      It is sacrilege to suggest that God’s love can or must be 

earned.  Christianity is predicated on the facts that His love 
is simply there for the asking and that His forgiveness 
conquers all. 

�      If you are of good faith The Lord knows it.  In fact He alone 
is your judge.  You are free from the slings and arrows of 
fellow sinners.  None of them is empowered to require you 
to make some death bed declaration they want to hear, so 
they can be the ones to pass judgment on the validity of your 
life. If your faith is known only to God, it is no less valid. 

�      We will be judged by the manner in which we treat the least 
one of His people.  

�      If you were baptized into a Christian church, you were saved 
and marked as Christ’s own forever. Not until someone 
decides you need to be “saved”  again, but forever. He died 
for your sins. That means any spiritual debt you may have 
had, has been paid in full.  

�      Keep the “Christ”  in Christmas. It really is His birthday. 
Regardless of your belief, Christ has had a greater positive 
effect on more lives than any other person in western 
civilization. (Cont.) 

�      Our greatest gift to the world is our ability to give of 
ourselves those things that offer hope to others. Not stuff. 
Comfort. That is why I believe those, like you, who respond 
to the needs of strangers in harm’s way are surely doing the 
Lord’s work.  

�      Tidings of comfort and joy are gifts from His bounty. If you 
are blessed with those, you know who to thank. Ask yourself 
(once more) if those things derived from the commercial 
“holiday”  frenzy are the things of real value in your life. 

�       There is never “nowhere to turn” . 
  

 May God bless you and may the joys of Christmas bring true 
peace and happiness to you and to yours. If they don’ t, you can 
always call your priest or pastor. I remain your grateful servant.  
  

          Merry Christmas.    
           Peter Dawson, Episcopalian 
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I t’s our  Annual Financial Crunch Time 
Thank you so much for your continuing 
generosity.  We have worked hard to keep 
expenses down this year, but we are behind 
in collecting pledges.  If you are able, please 

           bring your pledge up to date.   
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Hymnals and Prayer  Books Memor ials ! 

We have a new order of pew Hymnals in 
and they make an appropriate thanksgiving 
or memorial gift to the church.  The cost is 
$25 each, and a bookplate will be placed 
inside the front cover of the Hymnal with the 
information you request. Help us to 

“worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”  by giving a 
gift of a new Hymnal to the church. 
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Saturday, December 24 – Chr istmas Eve 
    4:00 pm  Family Service with carols,  a pageant 

 (written by our own Rachel Phillippi)  
     and the blessing of the crèche.  

   10:45 pm  Midnight Service with choir, carols  
         and candles.  Broadcast live on WJTN. 

 
Sunday, December 25 – Chr istmas Day 
     9:00 am  Communion service in the chapel     

         with carols.  Baptism of Daniel Loomis. 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
     6:00 pm  Final Contemporary Service.   

        Holiday party for returning college  
        students from 6:30-8:30 pm hosted by 
        St. Luke’s Youth.  All welcome. 

 
Saturday, December 31 – New Year ’s Eve 
 5:00 pm  Traditional Service in the chapel 
 
Sunday, January 1 – New Year ’s Day (Holy Name) 
 8:00 am  Service in the Chapel 
 10:00 am  Service in Church 
 
Fr iday, January 6 – Epiphany 
 12:00 pm  Service in the Chapel 

 


