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Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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The Power of Imagination 
 

Since childhood I have been a fan of fiction, specifically 
science fiction and fantasy.  For a long time this was my 
guilty secret.  I felt I ought to be reading “serious”  non-
fiction or at least “ important”  fiction.  But I kept coming 
back to books that explored the fantastic and the 
mysterious side of life.  And I blame C.S. Lewis in part 
for this preference.  As a child I fell in love with Narnia 
and kept looking for books that would lead me back there.  
Through Lewis I came to love J.R.R. Tolkien and many 
other authors since, many of whom deal directly or 
indirectly with the big issues of human existence, God and 
morality. 
 

Recently I have decided to claim more publicly this 
preference for works that excite the imagination.  It is 
through our imagination, I believe, that God can 
communicate with us most powerfully and directly.  I 
think it is no coincidence that the Bible, our sacred 
scripture, is largely made up of stories, many of which are 
both fantastic and mysterious.  From Leviathan in Genesis 
to the burning bush and plagues of Egypt to the star of 
Bethlehem, the Bible invites us out of the mundane world 
of what we see with our outward eyes to the strange and 
wonderful world which we can only apprehend with the 
inward eyes of our imaginations. 
 

As children we get this.  We spend our early years, if we 
are lucky, developing and expanding our imaginations.  
But gradually we are weaned away from this rich and 
wonderful world and told to put away such childish things 
in favor of serious grown-up pursuits.   
 

This Advent I invite you to “ just say no.”   Spend some 
time reconnecting with your imagination.  Read or re-read 
Lewis’  Chronicles of Narnia, his Space Trilogy, or any of 
the wonderful children’s books gathering dust in your 
nursery.  Discover adult fantasy books which deal with 
the big questions of life by authors like Ursula LeGuin or 
Orson Scott Card.   
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Most of all read and re-read the Bible, not as a dry and 
dead law book or history book, but as the rich and 
fantastic and life-giving story that it is.  Let God speak to 
you through your imagination and enlarge your heart and 
mind.  This is one way to prepare room for the coming of 
Christ into your life this Christmas. 
 

Faithfully, 
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The “Young Adults”   40 & under crowd will be helping 
out at St. Susan’s Soup Kitchen and Center on Sunday, 
December 11th, from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m   St. Susan’s is 
located in the old St. James’  School, 10 Prospect Street, 
Jamestown, NY.  All are welcome to join in to help.  
Contact Jim Taylor at 484-3459, with any questions you 
may have. 
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Knitters (and crochet-ers) of any skill level 
are invited to “Purl and Pray”  next 
Saturday, Dec. 10, from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

in the church Library.  We work on “prayer 
shawls”  (learn about that ministry) and/or our own 

projects.  Beginners welcome: we’ ll even provide the yarn 
and some starter-needles.  Contact Mother Susan for more 
information. 
�
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 L ive Enter tainment at St. Luke’s 
Stay for the fun on Sunday, December 
11th when Brian Johnson is scheduled 
to receive his annual haircut to benefit 
St. Luke’s YOUTH Missions.  Be 
there! Sunday, Dec. 11 after the 10 o’clock service.  
Donations for Missions will be accepted to witness and/or 
participate in this event! 
 

Interested in meeting fellow parishioners?  Volunteer 
to “host” coffee hour!  Volunteers for 
coffee hour and 
Children’s cookie & juice 
ministry are always 
needed! It’s really quite 
simple and a good way to get to know 
the other  members of St. Luke’s.  Sign 

your name and phone number up on the coffee or 
cookie lists in the undercroft, and you will be 
contacted, or you see Marge Fiore (whose 50th birthday 
was Nov. 28th) for details. 

 
Evening Prayer  continues in St. Luke’s Chapel on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m.  This is  
peace-filled way to end a busy work day.  Everyone is 
welcome - parishioners, newcomers, visitors and friends!   
 

The Chapel is also open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
for those who would like some quiet time for personal 
prayer or meditation. 
�

 
The Episcopal Rosar ies available 
Kay Stahlman has hand-made Episcopal 
Rosaries available on Sundays during Advent. 
They are $15 each.  Consider one for yourself, 
or as a gift for a friend. 
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Devotees of Scotland’s finest export gathered for fellowship 
and research on Nov. 30 (Feast of St. Andrew, patron saint of 
Scotland).  The favorite beverage was Dalmore, a Highland 
single-malt that went down smooth without any smoke to 
distract.  Runner up was A’bunadh, which starts with a kick 
(it’ s 186 proof!) but mellows considerably with a little water.  
Favorite “ fancy water”  was the lemon Fruit-2-0.  Mark your 
calendar now for the third annual celebration, next Nov. 30!�
�


