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Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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Traditional and Contemporary 
 

Churches of all denominations are struggling these days over 
worship.  Some members are advocates of traditional music 
and worship and others of contemporary.  What is interesting is 
that these terms tend to mean different things to different 
people.  Both “ traditional”  and “contemporary”  are in the eye 
of the beholder. 
 

In the Episcopal Church, traditional tends to mean worship as it 
was in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, or more recently, 
Rite I in the current prayer book.  The language, Shakespearean 
in cadence, is that of a distant world, and calls to mind images 
of Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth I.  Traditional music for 
Episcopalians generally refers to music either of the Hymnal 
1940 or of the classic English cathedral tradition.  This great 
tradition includes composers like Thomas Tallis, William Byrd, 
Henry Purcell, G.F. Handel and, more recently, Vaughn 
Williams and Herbert Howells, to name a few.  
 

However, many of our members grew up in Roman Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist or other churches.  Tradition for 
them means something entirely different.  And even 
Episcopalians are a diverse bunch with diverse preferences, 
from high church to low church, folk mass to Gregorian Chant. 
 

Contemporary, too, is a loaded term and something of a 
moving target.  Much current praise music borrows heavily 
from current trends in pop music.  Some “classic”  praise songs 
from the 1960’s and 1970’s are already as dated as a polyester 
leisure suit.  A chorus of Kumbaya, anyone?  New trends in 
music are reflected in changing worship styles.  For example, 
members of our parish who attended the national Episcopal 
Youth Event got to attend a hip-hop Eucharist this summer.  
Can you see that at St. Luke’s?  Baby boomers, Gen-Xers and 
teenagers all have different ideas about what contemporary 
music and worship ought to look and sound like. 
 

We are committed at St. Luke’s to “ joyful worship in the 
Anglican tradition.”   As we move forward we will continue to 
expand the possibilities of what that means.  Our new Saturday 
service will reach far back into the Anglican tradition.  At 
10:00 am we will strive always to be grounded in that tradition 
as we continue to incorporate diverse elements of a living 
tradition of joyful worship and music. 

--Fr. Eric  
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The Fictional Friends’  book group will 
meet again on Monday, October 24th at 
7 p.m. in the church’s library.  Father 
Melancholy©s Daughter by Gail 
Godwin is the topic of discussion.  

Anyone is welcome to attend and join in the talk.  Contact 
Catherine Way for a copy of the book or to answer any 
questions.�
�
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Mark your calendars! The St. Luke’s Youth auction will 
be held on Saturday, November 19th, in the undercroft of 
the church. It will be from 4:00-7:00pm.  All proceeds 
will benefit the SLY members traveling on mission trips 
in this next year. All donations are gratefully accepted, 
and appreciated!  Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be served 
also.   Come to support SLY, and to have a great time! 
 
 

The Threefold Art of Experiencing God, by Christian Slater  -- According to the Bible, God has revealed 
himself in three different ways: as Creator, in Jesus, and in the Holy Spirit.  Each of these three 
revelations corresponds to a specific way in which we can experience God.   We experience greater 
fruitfulness if all three dimensions are integrated into our lives. 
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