THE VOICE OF ST. LUKE’S
April 20- 27, 2005 Vol. XVl , No. 34

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office.

Wed 04/ 20 7:30 am.Men’sBible Study
6:00p.m. Contemporary Worship —Chapel
6:30p.m.SLY
7:00 p.m. Journey of Faith —Part 2
Thurs 04/ 21 7:00 am.HE & prayersfor healing-Chapel
8:15 am. Women’'s Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Contemplative Prayer - Library
10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. Thrift Shop Open
Fri 04/ 22 9:30 am. Head Start - undercroft
10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. Thrift Shop Open
5:00p.m.—9:00 p.m. Massage Therapy
Sat 4/ 23 9:00 am.-11.00 am. Inquirers' Class
9:00 am. —5:00 p.m. Massage Therapy
10:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m. Thrift Shop Open
SUN 04/24 8:00am. Holy Eucharist & prayersfor
4EASTER healing - Chapel
9:00 am. Christian Education & Forum
10:00 am. Holy Eucharist & prayers for
healing —Church
11:30 a.m. Blood pressure Clinic
Mon 04/ 25 7:00p.m. Fictional Friends Book Discusson
Tues 04/ 26 9:00a.m.—12:00noon Thrift Shop Receiving
Wed 04/ 27 7:30 am.Men’sBible Study
11:30am. WEDNESDAY GROUP - undercroft
6:00p.m. Contemporary Worship —Chapel
6:30p.m.SLY
7:00p.m. Journey of Faith — Part 2
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The Pope and the Episcopal Church

It was amazing to watch the mverage of the deah and
funeral of Pope JohnPaul Il. There were some excdlent
programs and articles about his remarkable ministry and
life. He truly was one of the giants of the 20" century,
combining grea popuar apped with a deg devotion to
God. Since his deah, attention has been focused on his
succesr, who will be chosen by the @llege of cardinals
in aseaet meding or conclave.

All of this coverage has led many Episcopalians to
wonder what our relationship to the pope is. First, it is
important to reaognize that the pope has no drect
authority over the Episcopal Church. Authority in the
Episcopa Church comes from below—the clergy and
people ded their own hishops and their deputies to the
triennial General Convention, the legislative assembly of
the Episcopal Church. We have a presiding kishop,
whose role is (as the title suggests) to preside over the
House of Bishops as first among equals. We have strong
ties to the Anglican Communion and look to the
Archbishop d Canterbury as a symbad of our worldwide
unity, bu even he has no drect authority over the
Episcopal Church.

In the dhurch’s early history five bishops or patriarchs
emerged as the most important leaders of the church.
Gradually, three of the cities fell into Muslim hands.
Then the church itself split into two parts: the Eastern
Orthodox Church, headed by the Patriarch of
Constantinode, and the Western Roman Cathadlic
Church, headed by the bishop d Rome, known as the
pope. The popes claimed unversal superiority, based on
the as=ertion that the dwrch there had been founded by
Saints Peter and Paul. But in the sixteenth century the
Western Church itself was divided by the Protestant
Reformation, and remains s today.

In the twentieth century, the Second Vatican Courxil
opened a new period of openness in relationships
between the Roman Cathalic Church and aher churches.



Since 1968 there has been a permanent committee to
pursue arelationship between the Anglican and Roman
Cathadlic churches. Much progresshas been made, bu we
are far from solving hesic isuues, anong them that non
Cathalics may not receive communion and that Anglican
ordinations are cnsidered invalid.

Nonetheless the pope remains a visible and powerful
symba of the Christian faith in an increasingly seaular
Western world. While the pope ntinues to have no
direa authority over the Episcopal Church, we read and
take serioudly officia statements from the Vatican and
we look to the pope & afigure of grea importance We
give thanks for the curageous witness of this recent
pope. Andwe pray for the dedion d anew pope and for
continued daogue ad reoonciliation ketween ou
branches of the one, hdy cathdlic and apostolic dhurch,
remembering Christ’s prayer “that we may all be one.”

Faithfully,
Eric M. Willi ams

Two New Youth Offerings— Starting May 1
Young Men: All young men in the parish are invited
to the first of severa outings on Sunday, May 1. We
will med at the Park and Ride & 7:30 am and head to
Gerry to worship God in the beauty of nature and to
split and haul some wood as a service project.

Senior High Discusson Group: Also onMay 1 we
will have the first in amonthly groupaimed at kids in
grades 9-12. We will med from 4-7 pm at the church
and watch and dscussa movie together.
Both of these new groups will be anourcing more
offerings in the months to come. And don't forget our
regular youth group which meds every Wednesday
evening through the end of May. They will also be
offering some fun summer events. Stay tuned!

Do you havea Will?

Americans are well known for volunteeing their time
and aher resources for the benefit of causes in which
they believe. As a result, the lives of al of us are
enriched.

Many people dso chocse to include their charitable
interests in their long-range financial plans. Making
thoughtful charitable gifts in this way can dften go hand-
in-hand with preserving econamic seaurity for one's slf
and loved ores, thanks to a number of special planning
methods that are avail able.

The will is one of the most popuar vehicles for
making gfts through one's estate. For each multimilli on-
ddlar charitable bequest you may have read abou,
courtlessother gifts are made by people of al means, in
al waks of life. Indeal the econamic stability of
charitable caises of all types has been built over the years
largely as aresult of charitable bequest.

Leaving a legacy to future generations is a rewarding
and nobbe ad¢. But a gift from your estate...whether
through your will or other estate planning vehicles can
only be made if you pan ahead. When making your
plans, pleasse consider a gift to the George F. O Pray
Legacy Society to help alow for the future ministries of
St. Luke's.

St. Luke's is offering a FREE Will s Workshop to its
members, onApril 30" from 9 am. — 12 pm. to help you
crede abasic will. Pre-registration is required by April
22" by cdling the Church Office at 4836405 Thereis
limited space so sign upnow!!

The Planned Giving Committee is looking for a
cal igrapher to keep the George F.
O'Pray Legacy Society membership book
up to date Generdly, the time
commitment will be 1-2 hous annually.
If calligraphy is one of your skills and
you are willi ng to share this «ill with St. Luke's, please
contad the Church Office or Donma Vanstrom (664
1899.

The Worship Committee is hoping to
organize “something new” -- regular
use of Contemporary Worship Music --

i for our summer 10 am. service, and is
Q V< x\ seeking musicians. Do you play an
oq's G? instrument? Are you

interested in singing,
but can't commit to the regular choir

during therest of the year? Contact Sally
Ulrich, 763-762, or speak to Jm Beal or
Mother Susan.

“Pope Joan” Book Discussion Monday, April 25th
Fictional Friends Book Discusson in the Library
at 7p.m.

¢ Blood Drive, Monday, May 9th, 11 am.to 5p.m.in
the church undercroft

¢ All who have donated through

other agencies in the past, such as ¢

the Red Cross are welcome to =
participate, as well as anyone who
has never before donated blood
but may have considered doing so.
Blood donated locally will be used
locally. Every unit collected goes directly for use in
WNY.

“O God, you will keepin perfed peacethose whose
minds are fixed on you.” BCP pg 138
Do you reed a time of refreshment and peace to help
ke your mind fixed onGod? We offer a quiet time of
reflection onthe Gospel, and silent prayer at 10:00 am.
on Thursday mornings in the Church Library. Join us as
we eplore how the day’s Gospel reading impads our
lives, and spend some time in silent prayer. If late
afternoon time is a better time for you (for instance, 5
p.m.) please natify the dhurch dffice and if enough are
interested we @uld start agroupfor that time period.



